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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


MR. ROBERT FURNEAUX FORDAN, F.R.1.B.A., 
A.A.Dipl., has resigned from his post as Principal of the 
Architectural Association School of Architecture, having been 
advised by his doctor to have complete rest. p. 74 


THE EXHIBITION at present being held at the R.I.B.A.; 
““ One Hundred Years of British Architecture, 1851-1951,” 
is reviewed on p. 76 


A SPORTS AND CAMPING CENTRE at Grange Farm, 
Chigwell, Essex, which was opened on July 12 by H.R.H. 
Princess Elizabeth, is described and illustrated on p. 83 


THE PRELIMINARY EVALUATIONS of the 1951 census 
show that the 1951 population total exceeds the 1931 figures 
by 3,793,000 and represents an average density of 750 persons 
per square mile. p. 92 


AT the R.I.B.A. Council meeting held on July 3, the Council 
considered the report of the Practice Committee on the activities 
of the London Builders’ Conference, and it was agreed to 
reaffirm the strong disapproval expressed by the Council in 
1939 of the methods of the conference in regard to price-fixing 
arrangements. p. 92 


THE LONDON COUNTY COUNCIL has been asked to 
approve a grant of £250,000 to Eondon University, who are 
negotiating for seven adjoining blocks. p. 100 











A DISTURBING REPORT 


Facts and figures contained in the preliminary report of 
the Census, 1951, must provide our planners with food 
for serious thought. Briefly, the total of population of England 
and Wales has risen from a figure of 39,952,000 in 1931 to 
43,745,000 in 1951—an increase of 3,793,000 or 9.49 per cent. 
This represents an average density of 750 persons per square 
mile, a density which, with the possible exception of the 
Netherlands, is said to be the highest in the world. 

Three trends which emerge from the report add to the dis- 
turbing nature of the situation they reveal. The first is that. 
for the first time in over 100 years, rural areas have gained 
at the expense of urban communities ; second, that the trend 
of migration is away from the heavily industrialised areas and 
towards the south of England (though not towards the County 
of London, which since 1931, has lost over one million 
population) ; and, third, that over the past 20 years consider- 
able ageing of the population has taken place. 

The first of these trends means further encroaching upon 
land for housing, schools, etc.; the second must result in 
increased concentration of population in the South of England ; 
and, third, that at a time when claims on land are being made 
for building at the expense of agriculture, we shall be trying to 
feed not only an expanding population, but an ageing one 
proportionately less able to help itself. 

These significant facts as revealed in this preliminary report 
(which is summarised on another page) indicate that the 
conflicting claims for land, our most precious commodity, 
must be fully assessed and properly and speedily reconciled. 


THE HOUSING RATIO 


THE speech made at Nottingham last Friday by the Presi- 

dent of the National Federation of Building Trades. 
Employers deserves the closest study by the Government. 
In it, Mr. Stephen Hudson advanced six reasons why the 
present policy regarding the building of houses for owner- 
occupants should be drastically revised. Of the six points 
made by Mr. Hudson in his speech (reported on page 98) 
any one should be sufficient to convince of the need for re- 
vision of the 1:4 ratio of private to authority building 
licences; taken together they add up to an overwhelming 
case which is unanswerable on any grounds, whether technical, 
economic, social or of common justice. 

Mr. Hudson claims that the result of Mr. Dalton’s policy, 
under which local authorities may apply for variations in the 
ratio, has been most disappointing, and, indeed, it is well 
known that political influence is brought to bear in some 
localities with the result that the 1 : 4 ratio is not acted upon ; 
in some of the northern areas, for example, only one or two 
houses for private sale have been built since the war. 

The difficulties of the housing situation are likely to be 
intensified within the next year. To make any impression 
on the waiting lists requires a radical revision of housing 
policy. Will the Government now recognise the facts and 
implement those necessary changes to which they so clearly 
point, or will they prefer to justify the taunt that they are more 
interested in Socialism than in efficiency and justice ? 


a 
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NOTES & NEWS 


100 YEARS OF ARCHITECTURE 


‘THE MID-AFTERNOON OPENING by the 
Earl of Bessborough of the ‘“‘ One Hundred 
Year's of British Architecture ” exhibition 
at the R.I.B.A. on July 11 was a pleasant, 
unceremonious meeting. It was very 
well atterided and the speeches were 
suitably brief and lighthearted. Mr. 
Graham Henderson, president, presided. 


ff References to the changes which have 
taken place in the country’s architecture 
between 1851 and 1951 were, naturally, 
unavoidable and during the ‘course of 
his interesting and entertaining remarks 
the Earl of Bessborough drew an amusing 
parallel (probably for the particular benefit 
of his feminine listeners) between the 
ever-changing fashions in women’s dress 
and the less frequent but equally definite 
changes in architectural styles. 


The buildings in the South Bank 
Festival were the inevitable outcome of 
the progressive movement and some 
adverse criticism of them was to be 
expected, he thought. He recalled that 
there were a number who asserted in 
1851 that Paxton’s Crystal Palace would 
be reduced to a shattered heap by the 
first. strong wind which struck it. 


Mr. H. S. Goodhart-Rendel, M.A., 


P-P.R.I.B.A., offered a vote of thanks. 


FAR AND NEAR 


Ir 1s A FAR cry from St. George’s 
Hall to the South Bank, writes our cor- 
respondent in reviewing the exhibition. A 
far cry in time, too, though not in struc- 
tural engineering, from the Crystal Palace. 
If the Palace could be dropped down 
among the steel-and-glass buildings of 
the South Bank it would look quite at 
home. After being separated for a hun- 
dred years, “the architect,” as a com- 
Mentator recently observed, “has at 
last rejoined the engineer on the broad 
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highway.” If that is so, then we know 
what the architecture of the future is to be. 
But fashions change as the tide ebbs and 
flows. Alas! that we shall not be about 
to see what has happened when they are 
commemorating the Festival of Britain 
a hundred years hence. 


RESIGNATION OF A.A. PRINCIPAL 


THE FOLLOWING, ANNOUNCEMENT has 
been issued by the Architectural Associa- 
tion : 

“Mr. Robert Furneaux Jordan, 
F.R.L.B.A., A.A.Dipl.,. who has been 
suffering from over-strain. for some time 
past, has been advised by his doctor to 
have complete. rest and has therefore been 
obliged to tender his resignation as Princi- 
pal of the Architectural Association School 
of Architecture. The Council of the 
Architectural Association have with great 
regret accepted his resignation. 


“The Council proposes to advertise 
for a new Principal. In the meantime, 
Mr. Michael Pattrick, A.R.I.B.A., has 
been appointed Acting Principal.” 

The post is advertised in this week’s 
issue of The Byjilder; it will carry,a 
salary of between £1,500 and £2,000. 


F.O.B. ARCHITECTURAL AWARDS 


A PLEASANT CEREMONY took place last 
week when Lord Ismay, Chairman of the 
Festival Council, presented certificates 
recording recognition of achievement of 
merit in civic and landscape design to 
nineteen architects. The presentation, 
which was made. in the attractive little 
Royal Pavilion opposite the main entrance 
of the South Bank Exhibition, was 
attended by Mr. Gerald Barry, members 
of the Council for Architecture, Town 
Planning and Building Research and 
editors of the architectural and technical 
Press. 

The selection of buildings is a very good 
one as will, no doubt, have been seen 
from the list published in our last issue. 





A MODEL OF PUTNEY PARK LANE COMPREHENSIVE ' SCHOOL, 
WANDSWORTH. This is ore of the six comprehensive secondary schools which the 


L.C.C. propose to build at a cost of £3,066,157. 
Mr. S. Howard, L.R.I.B.A., is L.C.C. Schools Architect. 


2,210 boys and girls. 


The new buildings will. accommodate 
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No doubt a different jury might have 
‘selected for award a quite different and 
equally distinguished group of buildings, 
but no one will deny that the general 
quality of the-work chosen is high. Two 
architects — Frederick Gibberd~ and 
Graham Dawbarn—were double prize- 
winners. ‘Thirteen of the prize-winning 
schemes were housing of one form or 
another. Schools and railway architecture 
accounted each for two awards, and there 
was one industrial scheme and:one layout 
for public gardens. ‘Ten of the awards 
went to London architects, and five were 
gained by official architects. 


Mr. Howard Lobb, in announcing the 
awards, stated that the award for the Old 
People’s Cottages, at 
Glasgow, had been extended to include 
the name of Dr. Ronald Bradbury, 
F.R.1.B.A., as well as that of his successor 
as Glasgow Director of Housing, Mr. 
A. G. Jury. 


AN ANGLO-AMERICAN PARTY 


WITHIN the past week London builders 
have been honoured by a visit from five 
American house builders, who comprise 
the European Housing Study Committee 
of the National Association of Home- 
Builders of U.S.A. The purpose of the 
visit has been to study technical develop- 
ments which arg applicable to American 
housing and also, one suspects, to assess 
the political set-up which has resulted in 
the British house-building industry being 
hamstrung and rendered incapable of 
performing its proper functions of housing 
the people adequately, cheaply and 
speedily. The American visitors go on 
to Amsterdam, Lucerne, Rome and Paris, 

The study committee, under the genial 
leadership of Mr. Floyd R. Kimbrough 
(deputising for Mr. Frank Kortright 
whose inability to make the trip has been 
much regretted by his English friends), 
on ‘Tuesday ended a busy programme of 
visits laid on by the Federation of 
Registered House-Builders, headed by 
its President, Mr. C. Douglas Calverley ; 
this included a conference at. New 
Cavendish-street, followed by a mayoral 
reception at Croydon ; a visit to housing 
sites in Dorking and Streatham, organised 
by Dorking U.D.C., Mrs. Pleydell- 
Bouverie and Mr. Norman Wates ; inspec- 
tion of Crawley New Town; and a visit te 
the South Bank exhibition, concluding 
with dinner in the Festival Hall given by 
the London County Council. Such 
meetings do much to weld friendship 
between our nations. 


PLANNING PUZZLES 


THE visiTors showed themselves eager 
for information, of which they received 


a good deal. Some of their members: 


were puzzled (as indeed who is not?) by 
the incidence of the Town and Country 
Planning Acts, as well as by their opera- 
tion. Being virtually free in their own 
wide country of the trammels.of land 
control the Americans were not un- 
naturally a little suspicious of the system 
of making a development charge on 
change of land user; as one visitor, 
Mr.’ B. A. Martin, from Atlanta, Georgia, 
put it, “It’s the first time I ever: heard 
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A MODEL OF THE PROPOSED STRAND COMPREHENSIVE SCHOOL, 
LAMBETH, for 2,210 boys, planned by the L.C.C. 





of having to lose money to make it.”” The 
visitors left assured, one hopes, that the 
principle of land control is fully accepted 
over here, if the method of exercising 
that control is less well thought of, and 
also that if the heart of a great country is 
to remain healthy, work on slum-clearance 
must proceed hand in hand with the build- 
ing of homes for the owner-purchasers. 


In addition to Floyd Kimbrough and 
B. A. Martin, the American party included 
W. W. Caruth, Jr. (Dallas, Texas), Joe 
Driskell (Fort Worth, Texas) and Ralph 
Wells (Kansas City). Their English 
hosts included—in addition to Douglas 
Calverley—H. E. Comben, Norman 
Farrow, J. W. Laing, R. O. Lloyd, C. 
Gordon Rowlands and Ronald Wates, of 
whom Messrs. Calverley, Farrow, Lloyd 
and Rowlands had been members of the 
1949 Building Productivity Team to U.S.A 


“ THE ALCHEMIST” 

No AMATEUR performers were ever set 
a harder task than those cast for the parts 
in “ The Alchemist,”’ which was presented 
by the A.A. Dramatic Society in London 
on three nights last week. Considering 
all their difficulties, the various actors 
put up a commendable performance, but 
the task of making this obscure and, we 
think, mediocre work of Ben Jonson’s 
come to life was clearly beyond them. 
Nothing dates so much as humour— 
many ardent admirers of Shakespeare 
find many of his humorous scenes 
tiresome—so it was not surprising that 
this ‘“‘ satirical comedy ” of Jonson’s, 
with “humour” in every one of its 
tongue-twisting lines, should fall flat. 

Mr, Alan Craig, as Subtle the Al- 
chemist, acquitted himself well in a very 
difficult part, but whether it was Jonson’s 
English or the acoustics of King George’s 
Hall many of his sentences were inaudible, 
and the same applied to other characters. 
It was therefore a particular pleasure to 
listen to the quiet voice of Brian Falk, as 
Tribulation Wholesome, in whose lines 
every word was clearly distinguishable. 





Miss Pat Bullivant, as- Dol Carron, was 
responsible for a lively, rollicking per- 
formance as the Alchemist’s and Face’s 
colleague. The play was produced by 
Mr. Michael Cain. 


THE CITY CHURCHES 


THe BisHop oF LONDON and the 
Diocesan Reorganisation Committee have 
issued their final proposals for rebuilding 
the City Churches and reorganising the 
parishes. Under the proposals 24 of the 
46 existing parish churches will be 
retained as such, whereas it was earlier 
proposed to retain only 15. At the same 
time, the number: for which a special 
function is contemplated—they will be 
rebuilt or restored as “‘ guild churches ”— 
has been reduced to 15. 


Four churches, either destroyed or 
extensively damaged, will not be restored : 
they are St. Stephen, Coleman-street ; St. 
Alban, Wood-street ; St. Alphage, Lon- 
don Wall ; and St. Mildred, Bread-street. 
Reprieves have been granted to St. 
Andrew-by-the-Wardrobe, and St. Mary 
Aldermanbury. The fate of two others— 
St. Swithun, London Stone, and St. Anne 
and St. Agnes, Gresham-street—is not 
yet settled. 








COMING EVENTS 


MONDAY, JULY 23 

A.U.B.T.W. Conference at’ Torquay. (Continuing 
until July 27.) 

Burttpinc CENTRE.—Opening of exhibition of work 
by students of the City and Guilds Art School. 9, 
Conduit-street, W.1. Continuing until August 3. 
—e 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 

p.m. 


Essex, CAMBS AND HERTS Soctery OF 
(West Essex CHAPTER).—Exhibition of archi 
drawings, photo; hs and models, Pavilion of the 


Are, LF emerge estival vty July . to 28, 6 Ahn! 
to p.m ly, except ursday. ‘opening 3 p.m. 
and Saturday (opening 2 p.m.). 
TUESDAY, JULY 24 
L.M.B.A. (SOUTHERN AREA).—Lunch and general 
meeting. Cafe Royal, North » Croydon. 1 p.m 
InpusTRIAL_ Co-P. IP " ASSOCIATION. —Mr. 
Ernest Marples, M.P. on “ New Businesses in an 
Ageing Economy.” Propal Empire Society, North- 
umaberland-avenue, W.C.2. 1.15 p.m. 







“ FLAGMAN OF GAVLE” 


Mr. W. KerrH Martin, last year’s 
president of the Southern Counties 
Federation of Building Trade Employers, 
was made a “ Flagman of Gavle ” during 
his recent visit to Sweden to attend the 
conference of the International Federation 
of Building and Public Works, which was 
held in Stockholm. 

Presentation of the Gavle Flag marks 
some special acknowledgment or recogni- 
tion. The flag is of silk and is attached 
to a chromium-plated mast fixed to a 
wooden base on which: is engraved the 
name of the town of Givle and the 
recipient. Mr. Keith Martin became 
the sixty-second Flagman of Givle, this 
being the first eccasion the honour has 
been bestowed upon anyone outside 
Scandinavia. 


A DAY WITH THE L.C.C. 


On Monpay, 90 delegates in London 
for the conference of the International 
Federation for Housing and Town Plan- 
ning spent a day with the L.C.C. They 
visited the new, comprehensively-planned 
neighbourhood of Lansbury, Poplar, in 
the morning, returning by river from West 
India Dock Pier to the South Bank. An 
afternoon visit ¢o the Royal Festival Hall 
was followed by a reception.at County 
Hall ‘with the chairman of the L.C:C. 
Mr. J. W. Bowen, as their host. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Mr. CyriL I. Sitver, A.R.I.C.S., chartered ~~ 
= established branch offices at Cheam House, Ex wee 

The Square, Bournemouth. Tel. 5942. (Head 
a 6, Great Marlborough-street, W.1.) 

Mr. ConraD E. Georce, A.R.1.B.A., M.Inst.R.A., 

has been rey, be wil be to the Bourne UD.C., 


pee vem nga | oni etien No. 6 West treet, 
es al o! lo. est-s 
Seurns, gion Telephone: Bourne 3 44). 
ong pag i 2 A.R.L.C.S., chartered quantity 


surveyor, has closed his branch office at 133° igh- 
oa. Ne end has reg his Portsmouth 
Feeuanoathe (Telephone : Portsmouth 2289). 


COMPETITION NEWS 


HOUSING FOR CITY 
CORPORATION 


THE CORPORATION OF LONDON invites 
architects to submit designs in competition 
for a new housing scheme in Iden- 
lane, E.C. The assessor is Mr. Donald H. 
McMorran, F.R.I.B.A., and premiums of 
1,000. guineas, 700 guineas, 500 guineas 
and 300 guineas are offered. 

The last day for submitting designs is 
January 31, 1952. Conditions of the 
competition may be obtained on deposit 
of £2 2s. from the Town ania 55-61, 
Moorgate, London, E.C. 


FROM “ THE BUILDER” OF )1851 
Saturday, Fuly 19, 1851 

NOTES IN THE PROVINCES.—Birmingham. 
—The church of St. Jude is finished. 
This new edifice, which has been built 
by Mr. Wilson from designs by, Mr. 
Orford, is in thé Early English” style, 
and consists of nave, aisles; sacristy, and 
chancel. ‘There is no tower, but a bell 
turret is raised over the west gable. The 
building contains 1,300 kneelings, all with 
open backs, like plain stalls, of which 
1,000 are free. The donor of the site, 
General Vyse, has commissioned Messrs. 
Pemberton, of Newhall Hill, to fill the 
four chancel windows with stained glass. 














ONE HUNDRED. . 
YEARS OF BRITISH 
ARCHITECTURE, 1851-1951 


An Exhibition at the RIBA 
Reviewed by G. ¥. HOWLING 


IT IS A FAR CRY from St. George’s 
Hall to the South Bank. To show what 
happened in British architecture between 
those two extremes is the aim of the 
exhibition (the R.1.B.A.’s contribution to 
the Festival of Britain) opened by the Earl 
of Bessborough at 66, Portland-place last 
week, To cover so vast a field of 
endeavour adequately would tax the space 
of Olympia. Obviously an exhibition of 
this kind must be ruthlessly selective, and 
it .says much for the skill of the selectors 
(the Exhibition Group of the Public 
Relations Committee of the R.I.B.A.) that 
they have succeeded in giving, by means of 
little more than 100 representative build- 
ings, including the Crystal Palace, a 
clear outline of the changing tastes of the 
most confused period in our architectural 
history. 

The exhibition is arranged chronologic- 
ally on a sequence of floor screens with a 
large number of enlargements of photo~- 
graphs and drawings effectively suspended 
in mid-air. It makes an extraordinarily 
fascinating study and poses questions. 
If there had been no breakdown of 
tradition at the end of the Regency, 
would the architectural history of the 
nineteenth century have been. any 
different? Should we have been spared 


F.O’ Shea at work carving on the Oxford University Museum 
(1855-60). Deane and Woodward, Architects. 
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Design for the new Corn Exchange, Leeds (1858). 


the stylistic revivals, the borrowings, 
the experimentation, the architectural . 
disorder and confusion that have charac- 
terised the past hundred years? Could 
it haye -been otherwise than it was? 
Perhaps not, In retrospect, any develop- 
ment on the lines of Regency elegance 
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By Cuthbert Brodrick. 


seems incompatible with the crude condi- 
tions of nineteenth-century industrialism. 
And Pugin and Ruskin and the. other 
Gothic enthusiasts would still have been 
formidable. influences. 

The exhibition opens with a delicate 
pencil-and-wash drawing by Elmes of 
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Design for a section of north transept window, Brockhamptox 
Church (1901). 


W. R. Lethaby, Architect. 
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L:C.C Fire station, Euston Road (1901). By Owen Fleming. 


Right : Heal’s Building, in the Tottenham Court-road. 

(1) As rebuilt in 1854 (attributed to ¥. M. Lockyer). 

(2) Showing part of Smith and Brewer’s rebuilding of 1916. 

(3) The building as completed in 1937 to the design of 
Edward Maufe. 
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St. George’s Hall, the last great building 
of the Classical Revival finished by C. R. 
Cockerell in 1854, and we are plunged at 
once into the Gothic Revival with the fine 
perspective drawing of the Assize Courts, 
Manchester, by Alfred Waterhouse (whom 
the caption-writer has given a knighthood, 
which he ought no doubt to have received 
but never did). Waterhouse, the most 
accomplished architect of his time, won 
the competition for this building almost 
as soon as he had finished his articles, 
and followed it up with the even’ finer 
Manchester Town Hall. Sir George 
Gilbert Scott is soon on the scene with 
his St. Pancras Hotel, thriftily making use, 
it has been said, of the drawings of his 
rejected Gothic design for the Foreign 
Office. About this time architects, 
particularly the more successful ones, . 
often designed their own houses, and we 
see how, in 1875, one of the leading 
Gothicists, William Burges, environed 
himse . If in-medizeval splendour at Melbury- 
road. 

This was a great period for continental 

travel and sketch-book activity. Norman 
Moor Crag, Windermere (1898). C. F. A. Voysey, Architect. Shaw, whose Old Swan House, Chelsea 
(1876), is exhibited, caught the enthusiasm 
for Gothic through his travels on the 
Continent in 1853-54, making sketches, — 
afterwards converted into elaborate draw- 
ings, to be published in 1858 under the 
title of “‘ Architectural Sketches from the 
Continent.” In his preface to that book 
Shaw crystallised the general contemporary 
attitude towards design when he expressed 
the hope that his sketches would be 
suggestive, in view of the start already 
made, in ‘“‘engrafting on our national 
style many beauties and _ peculiarities 
hitherto ' confined to the Continent.” 
Much of the work of this period seems to 
be made up of picturesque snippets from 
abroad and buildings often look as 
though they had been designed from the 
outside inwards, as no doubt they were. 
Later Shaw was to do much towards the 
recovery of English domestic tradition 
and to revive the arts and crafts ; his old 
Swan House interiors have a_ special 
interest since they show the original Morris 
decorations and furnishings. 

How usefully Gothic Revival practice 
could differ from precept as preached by 
Ruskin is shown in the Oxford University 
Museum (1855-60), by Deane and Wood- - 
ward, a building which, strange to say, 
met with Ruskin’s approval. It is a 
Gothic nightmare, as incredible in aspect 
as the bewhiskered carver shown at work 
on it in one of the photographs. It is 
difficult to believe that about the same 
time (1858) Cuthbert Brodrick (the caption ~ 
to the exhibit puts a redundant “e” in 
the surname) was building the new Corn 

’ Exchange, Leeds, a powerful and rugged 
piece of work on the lines of a Roman 
amphitheatre. About the same time, too, 
E. M. Barry was building his classical 
Covent Garden Opera House as well as 

‘ the adjoining Floral Hall, which seems to 
have borrowed its steel-and-glass . roof 
from the Crystal Palace. It will probably 
surprise many to learn that the Floral Hall 
is by Barry and almost contemporary 
with the Opera House. 

A commercial building of considerable 


Flats and houses, Harlow New Town (1951). By Frederick Gibberd. distinction for its period, in 
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Renaissance mode and of slightly 
earlier date (1854), is Heal’s old 
premises in Tottenham Court-road, 
attributed to J. M. Lockyer and 
shown here in conjunction with the 
new building, designed originally 
by Messrs. Smith and Brewer and 
completed by Mr. Edward Maufe, 
R.A 


Highlights of Gothic Revival 
church architecture are Butterfield’s 
All Saints, Margaret-street (1849- 
59), and J. L. Pearson’s St. 
Augustine’s, Kilburn (1879), the 
latter shown in a striking water- 
colour perspective ; while the build- 
ing that virtually marked the end of 
secular Gothic on a big scale, 
Street’s Law Courts (1882), is seen 
in a large pen-and-ink perspective 
drawing of a design that does not 
seem to be the one carried out. 

The influence of Philip Webb, 
Lethaby and Voysey in reviving 
traditional domestic architecture in 
the latter part of the nineteenth 
century, is shown in a number of 
exhibits, while some characteristic 
works of Charles Rennie Mackintosh 
represent the early phase of the 
Modern Movement. The degree of 
“personal artistry’ allowed in the 
elevations of a strictly utilitarian 
building about the beginning of the 
present century is well shown in 
the L.C.C. Fire Station, Euston- 
road, by Owen Fleming and 
Charles Canning Winmill. 

There is no space to explore the 
exhibition in further detail, but it 
may be said that, for the rest, it 
gives a_ revealing cross-section 
through the architecture of the 
Edwardian and Georgian periods, 
and includes some _ excellent 
examples of contemporary housing, 
schools, and industrial and other 
buildings, ending with the South 
Bank. A visit to the exhibition is a 
stimulating if rather staggering 
experience. Admission is free and 
the exhibition remains open till 
September 4, Monday to Fridays 
10 to 6, Saturdays 10 to 5.30. 


«2 PAIR a =p oon a 8 sora pinot aa apres 





Sarna Seve 


ERS SLRS AEE ME Neem 


ay 


AER TENE ADEE 


SRE SATEEN 


ST. AUGUSTINE’S CHURCH, KILBURN. This beautiful drawing shows 
the Lady Chapel of }. L. Pearson’s Church (1879). 
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To the left is a draw- 
ing by the architect, 
H. L. Elmes, of ST. 
GEORGE'S HALL, 
LIVERPOOL 
(1854). 
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Interior of a house in Addison- 
road, W., by Halsey Ricardo (1905). 


Interior of William Burges’s own house, Melbury-road, Kensington (1875). 
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FROM THE EXHIBITION 
OF “ONE HUNDRED 
YEARS OF BRITISH 
ARCHITECTURE” AT 
THE RIBA 


The Secretariat, New Delhi. 
By Sir Edwin Lutyens 
(1913). 


BUILDER 


Impington Village 
College, near 
Cambridge. By 
Walter Grepius 
and Maxwell Fry 
(1939). 
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SPORTS AND CAMPING CENTRE, GRANGE FARM, CHIGWELL 
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View looking across sw 


Designed for the London Parochial Charities by 
KENNETH LINDY, FRIBA (KENNETH LINDY, JOSEPH HILL AND PARTNERS) 





Plan of central buildings. 
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Layout of main buildings. 


IN 1939 the trustees of the London Parochial 
Charities purchased the land and house known as 
Grange Farm, Chigwell, for development as a sports 
and camping centre for the people of London and 
elsewhere. ‘The trustees set up a council of manage- 
ment to control the scheme. A few wooden buildings 
were erected and old farm buildings converted to 
provide basic camping facilities, and various fields 
were marked out for games. The outbreak of war 
prevented any further development, but during the 
period of hostilities the centre continued to provide 
open air recreation and camping for young people, 
and for the men and women of His Majesty’s Forces. 


A flying bomb wrecked some of the farm buildings 
in 1944, causing a good deal of damage. 

In 1945 the council of management instructed its 
architect, Mr. Kenneth Lindy, F.R.I.B.A., to prepare 
a general development scheme revised to meet post- 


war requirements. Since then the scheme has pro- 
ceeded stage by stage as authority has been received 
from the Ministry of Education, and to-day the 
facilities include tennis, bowls, cricket, football and 
other games. Through the sponsorship of the Festival 
of Britain, 1951, it has been possible to provide a 
swimming-pool, dressing-rooms, showers, restaurant, 
games rooms, quiet rooms and shop. Camping is still 


Indicator plan of site, set up at main entrance. 
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The swimming-pool, showing diving-stage. 
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Plan of the pool and 


dressing accommodation. 


Se 7 reese & rergiecs 








195% July 20 1951 THE BUILDER 87 


View showing stairs to sun roof of changing- 
rooms, looking across to the pool. 








View from diving-stage towards changing-rooms and sun-bathing enclosure. 
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carried out under canvas, but permanent ablution and 
lavatory buildings have been erected. All these 
buildings were opened on July 12 by Princess Elizabeth 
to whom addresses of welcome were given by Dr. 
Prideaux, chairman of the trustees, and the Rt. Hon. 
Winston Churchill, M.P. for the Division. 


For those who prefer to cater for themselves, a 
communal kitchen is now being erected. The cost of 
this kitchen has been largely defrayed from a grant 
from the King’s Camp Fund with the approval of His 
Majesty. The existing farmhouse has been converted 
into two flats for the warden and assistant warden. 
An existing bungalow provides accommodation for 
one groundsman, while two new bungalows are nearing 
completion. The construction of the control office and 
transformer house, twin features either side of the 
entrance road, was the last section of the building 
contract. 


Levels of the whole site were very variable, and the 
meadows generally sloped down to the River Roding. 
The length of the main games pitch and running oval 
involved a fall of approximately 24 ft. The lower 
football pitch also called for considerable excavation 
and building up. The hard tennis courts were on a 
slightly easier site, but cutting and filling were still 
necessary. In the case of the bowls green, no filling 
was permitted, and the whole was excavated to a dead 
level. The sites of the various buildings called for 
some levelling but so far as possible buildings were 
designed to suit the natural falls. 


Carved panel over recreation room fireplace, by Fohn Green. 
Below : Recreation room. 
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The restaurant. 


In the matter of planning, the correct aspects of 
games pitches and swimming-pool were of great 
importance while the aspects of the main buildings 
were also carefully studied. The camp centre building, 
containing restaurant, recreation hall, lounge, quiet 


rooms and offices, is planned on a quadrant “‘enclosing”’ 


the sunny aspect. This is something of a sun trap 
during the greater part of the day, but in the evening 
the western arm cuts off the sun from the recreation 
hall where the low angle rays would be something of a 
nuisance to the players of table games. At that time 
of day the lounge and quiet rooms are at the cool end 
of the building and the evening sun shines on to the 
restaurant terrace and into the restaurant. 


The detailed planning of this building is shown on 
the accompanying drawings, where it will be seen 
that cafeteria service is employed in the restaurant. 
The platform in the recreation hall is designed for 
dances or casual sing-songs and is, therefore, placed 
in the centre of a long wall. Other accommodation 
for full concerts or theatrical performances is visualised 
elsewhere. The camp ablution blocks, male and 
female, together with separate units for male and 
female camp leaders, are grouped either side of the 
boiler house and behind the camp centre. The camp 
road providing access for fuel stores and other pur- 
poses passes between the camp centre and the ablu- 
tions and terminates in a turning circle. 


The dressing-rooms are available both to swimmers 
and games players. Access for players is on the side 
away from the pool whence it is possible to reach the 
central corridor from both male and female entrances. 
Control doors in this corridor adjust the proportion 
of male to female dressing-rooms according to need, 
while from each end of the corridor there is access to 
the lavatories used also by swimmers of the same sex. 
The system of control for swimmers, who enter from 
the pool side, prevents players sneaking through for a 
swim without authority. On the swimmers’ side 
cubicles are provided for females, but an open dressing- 
room is used by men and: boys. A system of wire 
baskets for clothes and a numbered rubber ring, as a 
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receipt for clothes and money, enables dressing-space 
to be used many times over. The flat roof over the 
dressing-rooms serves as a sun-bathing space (together 
with the terrace) and also as a grandstand. 

In the matter of construction, there is one main 
variation. The dressing-rooms and filtration house 
are brick built with reinforced concrete beam and 
slab roofs while the camp centre and ablution build- 
ings and boiler house are reinforced concrete frames 
with Orlit wall-cladding with asbestos roofs. The 
reason for this change is that authority to proceed 
came at different times and a brick famine was current 
when the latter buildings were designed. Brickwork 
was therefore used sparingly here and there, largely 
for contrast, while the brick-built dressing-rooms 
were finished with a Tyrolean splash to harmonise 
as nearly as possible with the Orlit slabs. 


Internally the dressing-rooms are in painted fair- 
faced brickwork and the camp ablution buildings are 
painted direct on the smooth-faced internal Orlit 
slabs. In the case of the camp centre the internal 
Orlit slabs are sprayed with Pyrok while the concrete 
stanchions and beams are directly painted. Lighting 
is by tungsten or fluorescent according to the charac- 
teristics of rooms. 

While the frames of the buildings, which were 
largely precast, were the work of the London Ferro 
Concrete, Ltd., the in-situ reinforced concrete of the 
swimming-pool, diving-tower and staircase to the 
dressing-room roof was carried out by the general 
contractors, Messrs. W. and C. French, whose engin- 
eers also collaborated with the architect in the design 
of these features. ‘Their services as reinforced con- 
crete designers were invaluable. 

The camp centre building may be used in winter 
time for day conferences or meetings but the camp 
ablutions will be used seasonably together with the 
chalets which will ultimately replace the canvas now: 
in use. For this reason the heating and hot-water 
system in the camp centre is independent of the boiler 
house serving the ablution buildings. The camp 
centre is heated by high-level gas radiants and kitchen 
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Plan of ablutions block. 


and lavatory hot water by gas firing. The hot water 
for ablutions is by solid fuel boilers with automatic 
stokers. Mr. Edgar N. Russell was consulting engin- 
eer for heating and hot-water services. 


The levels of the site are such that the main group 
of buildings is well below the sewer in the main road 
and sewage has to be pumped up to this level. The 
small disposal scheme discharging into the River 
Roding will enable the games dressing-rooms to be 
used in the off-camping season without resort to the 
sewage pumps. 

The quantity surveyors, Messrs.Crump and Trinick, 
have dealt with the job from its inception. 


The semi-relief block plan on page 84 shows the 
layout of all buildings now completed. The ultimate 


chalets will radiate as spokes behind the ablutions 
and boiler house, while the remainder of the site 
stretching down to the river is to be left as a rural 
zone where campers can ramble or picnic still within 


the confines of the camp. Some farming will probably 
continue, but extra games pitches are likely to 
trespass on this area to some extent. 


The general contractors (who also carried out the in-situ reinforced 
concrete) were Messrs. W. and C. French, Ltd., Buckhurst Hill, Essex. 
Precast reinforced concrete was by the London Ferro Concrete, Ltd., 
of Vauxhall Bridge-road, S.W.1. Sub-contractors and suppliers 
were: Asbestos cement roofing, Boddy Roofing Co., Ltd.; wall con- 
struction to camp centre and ablution blocks, Orlit ; electrical installa- 
tion, the Bower Engineering Co., Ltd.; hot-water installation, Ellis 
(Kensington), Ltd.; gas installation, North Thames Gas Board ; 
sanitary goods and tiling to swimming-pool, B. Finch and Co., Ltd. ; 
flooring in main rooms, offices and kitchen, Semtex, Ltd.; kitchen and 
servery equipment, W. N. Froy, Ltd.; and tennis courts and bowls 
green, W. H. Gaze and Sons. 


SPORTS AND CAMPING 
CENTRE, CHIGWELL 


The tennis courts. 
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EXHIBITIONS OF STUDENTS’ WORK 
Reviewed by EDWARD PASSMORE 


The Architectural Association 
Tus year’s exhibition of the “A.A.” 

would appear to be something in the 
nature of a consummation of the policy 
introduced by Mr. Furneaux Jordan a year 
or two ago—a policy of three-dimensional 
designing. Models are predominant, design 
drawings purposely understated, and (a good 
point) working drawings surprisingly 
thorough. 

One can always rely upon finding an ex- 
pression of vitality in the “A.A.” show; 
basic truths are well taught at this school 
(though sometimes the student mind may 
manipulate them into the near fantastic), yet 
most of the results are nearly always divert- 
ing, a point, in this factual world, which is 
surely commendable. : 


An Enigma? 

Truth to tell, the “A.A.” is something 
of an enigma; its breadth of policy is so 
wide that the policy itself is frequently diffi- 
cult to locate. Perhaps a variable approach 
to the Thesis subjects will illustrate this, for 
here a more variegated company of subjects 
would be hard to find. Intensely practical 
research into a system of prefabricated con- 
struction (a notable departure from the 
accepted form of Thesis!) stands cheek by 
jowl with designs for an Institute of Con- 
temporary Arts, a beautiful building of out- 
standing quality, not to be marred by the 
rather sententious introduction, an extract 
being: “All real art is the expression of 
truth which is God, and to be of any lasting 
value must have a spiritual conception. 
Why then should we hinder the unfold- 
ment of thought by ‘ working out’ a design 
with pencil and paper where once a line is 
drawn it dictates to all the thoughts that 
follow? ” 


Admitted that a design can be eonceived 
in model ferm but “ working out” is only 
a means to an end; it can and usually does 
come after the original conception, naturally 
enough, but if the building is to be built 
it has to be done some time. 


One excellent point in the “A.A.” teach- 
ing is that the later subjects are handled as 
near to life as possible; “clients” are 
appointed, and various people on the staff 
act as specialists, sub-contractors, etc., which 
gives invaluable training to the student in 
“handling” the job and is something which 
could well be introduced into other schools. 
Generally the theses on show were impres- 
sively thorough, and the lack of any “ grand 
manner” work must be taken as indicative 
of the school’s policy. The Northolt Air- 
port is possibly very efficient but hardly 
exciting, and much the same could be said 
to apply to the factory for Franco Signs. 
The Roehampton project (housing, com- 
munity centre, etc.) is well developed by a 
group of students, with various portions 
worked out by individual students. 


The Fourth Year was also represented by 
the work of groups. The scheme for a paper 
mill must have entailed a wealth of research, 
yet it is always heartening to see good archi- 
tecture emerging from such a welter of con- 
ditioning factors, or possibly that is why it 
is good architecture—because it is con- 
ditioned. Schemes for theatres attempt in 
most cases to break new ground, and as they 


appear to be fairly sound acousticaliy, 
there’s no reason why they should not do 
so; an isolated auditorium does, however, 
appear to be something of a novelty in this 
country, though they have been built in 
America. 


A Good Third Year 


The Third Year work includes some ex- 
cellent sets of working drawings; certainly 
the working out of the building seems to 
be taken very seriously in this year. The 
schemes for the Highgate Health Centre 
show some capable handling of the problems 
of an urban site. 


The first two years (that vital exploratory 
period) are notable for some very good 
structural models, some charming studies in 
texture, and many well-thought-out small 
buildings. One usually gets the impression 
at this exhibition that the first two years 
are certainly not the hardest, yet the results 
indicate a sound groundwork for what is 
to come, 


Few schools have such a chance as the 
“A.A.” to impart a diversity of knowledge 
to their students; the “ A.A.’s” comparative 
freedom from overseeing bodies ensures 
this, and certainly in the recent past this 
freedom appears to have been grasped with 
both hands. Yet it is good to see that 
although a healthy quota of aesthetics is im- 
parted, the business of translating these 
aesthetics into worldly facts is not ignored, 
for who can refute the theory that architec- 
ture is basically the work of a constructor 
with a well developed aesthetic sense? 


Annual Prizegiving 
THE PRESIDENT, Mr. Anthony M. Chitty,, 


M.A., A.M.T.P.L, 
presented the awards at the annual prize- 
giving, held at Bedford-square on July 13. 
Prizewinners were:— 


First YEAR: Howard Colls Travelling Studentship 
(£15 15s.), D. B. Duck ; Second Prize (books, value 
£5 5s.), K. B. Frampton and D. F. Gray ; Hon. Men- 
tions, G. A. C. Glennie, P. G. Hodgkinson, C. D. Milne, 
A. F. Rutter and C. Stevens. 

SECOND YEAR : A.A. Travelling Studentship (£26 5s.), 
Not awarded ; Second Prize (books, £10 10s.), C. N. 
Lambert ; Hon. Mentions, J. R. Bicknell, G. C. Collins, 
B. G. Falk, N. R. Grimwade, C. J. Lisle, W. J. Quine, 
S. G. Rosenberg, R. C. Waters and A. J. Wylson. 

THIRD YEAR : Holloway Scholarship (tenable in fourth 
and fifth years) (£150), D. J. Oakley ; Third Year Travel- 
ling Studentship (£31 10s.), E. H. Priefert ; Third Prize 
(books, £10 10s.), F. Watkins ; Hon. Mentions, B. R. 
Archer, J. M. Brawne, A. W. Mauduit, H. F. Seward 
and P. B. Whiteley. 

FOURTH YEAR : Year Prize (books, £10 10s.), G. Spyer. 

R.LB.A. Henry Jarvis Scholarship for Construction 
(£50), A. K. Allen and G: J. Briggs ; Hon. Mentions, 
A. K. Allen, G. J. Briggs, P. M. Dowson, Miss B. V. 
Gollancz, R. H. Leigh, V. F. Pym, W. H. G. Salmon, 
C. P. Womersley and H. Wood. 

FirtH YEAR: Fifth Year Travelling Studentship 
(£50), B. G. R. Stille. 

Henry Florence Travelling Studentship (£50), M. S. 
Methven. 

Third Prize (books, £10 10s.), A. C. Abbott ; Hon. 
Mentions, E. Benroy, R. H. J. Geary, Miss M. D, 
Hichisson, P. J. Lord, A. E. Murray, R. Smorczewski. 
R. Thomas, and M. D. Willis. 

Scholarship awarded by I.C.I. to a Fifth-Year student 
for travel and study of decorative arts in Europe. Value, 
£250 : P. J. Lord. 

Scholarship awarded by Building Centre to Fourth- 
or Fifth-Year student for research into use of building 
materials. Value, £100 : W. H. G. Salmon. 

Scholarships awarded by the Architects Registration 
Council: R. D. Jackson (First Year); I. S. Smith 
(Fourth Year); Entering First Year next session, 
H. D. F. Boyd and B. Dewhurst. 

Crittall Competition Prize. Value, 


£100: J. M. 


F.R.LB.A., A.A.Dipi., 
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Brawne, M. Cain, R. A. Maguire and P. Matthews 
(Third Year). 

Walpamur Colour Prize. Value, £15 : 
and P. N. Prangnell (Fourth Year). 

Royal West of England Academy School of Afchitec- 
ture, Bristol. Prizein Design. Value, £5 5s. : R. Stout. 

Alec Stanhope Forbes Prize for the best colour work 
during the session. Value, £5: Miss J. Leapingwell 
and J. E. Taylor (Fifth Year). 

Measured Drawings Prize. 
Shawcross. 

Medal presented annually by Le Societé des Architects 
Diplomés par le Gouvernment, Paris, to the best Diploma 
student of the session: B. G. R. Stille (Fifth Year). 

A.A. Essay Prize. Value, £21: C. P. Womersley 
(Fourth Year). 


The Polish School 


[THE Polish School of Architecture in 

Princes Gate has in the last few years 
surmounted many obstacles, yet its output 
always impresses. The language difficulty 
must be overcome (all teaching is done in 
English), and the problem of .- designing 
buildings for this country cannot be an easy 
one for many of the students, yet by good 
teaching and hard work the way has been 
cleared, and it is sad indeed to discover 
that the school is in its last years—this 
session, in fact, lacked a first-year class and 
next year there will not be a second—and 
by 1955 the last year will have been com- 
pleted and the school will close. 


P. A. Peretti 


Value, £20: Miss E. V. 


Designing Ability 

For sheer designing ability the work of 
the Polish students in this school would be 
difficult to beat; admitted much of the larger 
work in the Fourth and Fifth Years is done 
in groups, yet the individual theses usuaHy 
extracted from the greup project maintain 
an extraordinarily high standard. The 
draughtsmanship is outstanding, and in 
many cases the student appears to be that 
rare specimen—one who is equally at home 
with form, colour and structural and prac- 
tical considerations. 

The Fifth Year group’s work—Euston 
Civic Centre and the Brixham Development 
—are object lessons of how large problems 
can be broken down and solved. The 
Brixham Development scheme shows a mas- 
terly handling of the contemporary idiom, 
and the picturisation both by models and 
drawings is exemplary. 

The Fourth and Third Years tell the same 
story. If perhaps the method of design can 
be criticised as being rather “‘ international ” 
in character, this is understandable. 

The Civic Centre for Crawley, a Fourth 
Year subject, carries with it many problems, 
yet the result is highly satisfactory and would 
do great credit to Crawley itself. One 
student has produced reinforced concrete 
calculations for a group of shops which ap- 
peared as efficient as any sheets done by a 
professional engineer. 

Urban blocks of flats admit to little varia- 
tion in these days if every restriction is 
taken into account, and the Third Year 
students have not avoided these restrictions, 
but have embraced them in a set of capable 
working drawings. This could also be said 
of the house by the Second Year; every 
model on show was well made. The sketches 
and colour studies were grand—of course, 
one expects this from Polish students, who 
appear to have a leaning towards fine 
draughtsmanship. 

But it is in the later years—the Fourth and 
Kifth—where this exhibition scores. The 
scale of the projects helps to impress, but 
this does not apparently stop the whole 
thing from being thought out to an impres- 
sive stage of thoroughness. E. P. 





CENSUS, 1951 


Some Preliminary Evaluations 


(THE Preliminary Report of the Census, 
1951, now published,* dealing as it does 
with figures of population and packed tight 
with statistical tables, is hardly the kind of 
volume which might be expected to provoke 
the interest of others than actuaries and 
statisticians. That it in fact does so reflects 
much credit on Sir George North, the 
Registrar-General, and his staff, who have 
made this preliminary assay of the greatest 
interest to even the casual reader. 

Passing over the details of the method of 
conducting the census and coming to the 
statistical notes, the fact emerges that the 
total population in England and Wales at 
midnight on April 8, 1951, was 43,744,924, 
of whom 21,024,187 were males and 
22,720,737 females. This now stands as the 
largest total ever to have been reached in 
this country, and as a single figure its main 
significance probably lies in the average 
density which it represents, viz., 750 
persons per square mile, a density which, 
states the report, with the probable exception 
of the Netherlands, is far higher than that 
of nearly every country in the world. “ This 
outstandingly high concentration of people 
on the ground is a feature which must be 
ever present in mind in the consideration of 
all problems in which the magnitude of the 
population plays any part.” The 1951 total 
exceeds the 1931 figures by 3,793,000, 
representing a rate of increase of 9.49 per 
cent. over the intervening 20 years. 


Change in the Regions 

In each of the ten standard regions, the 
population of 1951 is greater than it was in 
1931, with increases varying between 27.2 
and 0.1 per cent. An outstanding feature is, 
however, that the recent rate of increase in 
the London and South-Eastern region is 
little more than half the national figure. This 
contrasts with one nearly double in the 1921- 
31 period, a steady and substantial gain by 
migration which continued unabated up to 
the outbreak of war, being followed by an 
unsurpassed loss, mainly by evacuation, 
from which it has not recovered. The some- 
what abnormal advance for the South- 
Western region is probably complementary. 
“In spite of such recovery as has been 
made from the earlier depression in the coal 
mining, heavy manufacturing afd textile 
industries of the north, the regions involved 
still continue to lose population by migra- 
tion on balance, a condition which probably 
characterises Wales also, though there may 
have been an off-setting gain here from the 
retention of some of the war evacuees,” adds 
the Report. 


Position of London 


Of the county areas, Hertfordshire ranks 
highest, with an increase between 1921-31 
and 1931-51 of 52 per cent., Sussex West, 
Buckinghamshire and Bedford each record- 
ing increases of between 41 and 43 per cent. 
Nine of the ten counties with the highest 
advances are located round London or in the 
South-Eastern corner. of the country. 

“The outstanding feature of the county 
record, however, is that of the County of 
London, which . . . may be noted here as 
having lost more than a million of its popu- 
lation since 1931. Its percentage decline of 
23.8 is nearly four times as great as the 
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next lowest decline in the county series,” 
states the Report. The population of the 
County is now 3,348,336, which compares 
with the record high figure of 4,536,267 in 
1901. The maximum percentage loss for a 
London borough since 1931 is that for 
Stepney (56.2), but Shoreditch, Poplar and 
the City of London itself have lost more 
than half of their earlier populations. The 
outer boroughs of Woolwich, Lewisham 
and Hampstead are the only exceptions to 
the general rule of decline. On the other 
hand the figures of population of Outer 
London and Greater London in 1951— 
4,997,801 and 8,346,137 respectively—are 
higher than ever before, comparable figures 
for 1901 being 2,045,135 and 6,581,402. 


Towns Outside London 


Of the towns outside the County of 
London, Birmingham heads the list of 156 
having populations in excess of 50,000 each, 
with 1,112,340 persons, followed by Liver- 
pool (789,532), Manchester (703,175) and 
Sheffield (512,834). Of these large towns 
113 record increases in population § since 
1931. Notwithstanding this, the proportion 
of the total population in 922 areas of the 
urban section has declined from 82.4 per 
cent. to 80.7 per cent. since 1931; in the 
rural section the complementary increase 
has raised the proportion from 17.6 per cent. 
to 19.3 per cent. This change in favour of 
the rural section is wholly located in the 
years since 1939. This is the first occasion 
for more than a century in which the rural 
has gained at the expense of the urban com- 
munity. 


R.LB.A. 


Notes from Council Minutes 


FoLLowi1nG are notes from the minutes of 
the R.I.B.A. Council meeting held on 
July 3:— 

Christmas Holiday Lectures—The Coun- 
cil approved a recommendation of the Public 
Relations Committee that Mr. Hugh Casson 
(F) be invited to give the Christmas Holiday 
Lectures for boys and girls in 1951. 

Hospital Planning Research—The Council 
approved a recommendation of the Hospitals 
Committee that the Minister of Health be 
asked to consider the setting up of a 
Hospital Planning Research Committee, 
representative of medical and ancillary ser- 
vices, the architectural profession and other 
bodies concerned with hospital planning. 

London Builders’ Conference.-—The Coun- 
cil considered the report of the Practice 
Committee on the activities of the London 
Builders’ Conference, and it was agreed to 
reaffirm the strong disapproval expressed by 
the Council in 1939 of the methods of the 
Conference in regard to price-fixing arrange- 
ments. The Council deprecated particularly 
the adding of a percentage amount to the 
contract price. It was agreed to republish 
the statement on this subject originally pub- 
lished in the R.L.B.A. Journal for September, 
1939. 


WELSH OFFICE FOR PLANNING 
MINISTRY 
Acceptance in Principle 

THe GOVERNMENT have accepted in 
principle the proposal of the Council for 
Wales and Monmouthshire that Wales 
should have a separate office of the Ministry 
of Local Government and Planning. This 
was announced at Cardiff on July 16 by Mr. 
H. T. Edwards, chairman of the council. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


VISITS TO LANSBURY 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—The Administrative Committee 
of my Association. is most grateful to 
you for the suggestion in your issue of 
July 13 that we might profitably advise 
our members to arrange parties of appren- 
tices and older employees from various 
London jobs to visit the Live Architecture 
Exhibition organised by the Festival of 
Britain at Lansbury, Poplar. 

We are acting on it at once. ‘I have 
to-day circularised all our areas, strongly 
urging them to organise individual or 
group parties to make this visit and we are 
bringing the matter especially to the notice 
of our Area Chairmen at their Conference 
in the current week. I fully agree with 
you that the “ inspirational and technical 
value in the Exhibition should not be 
missed.” 


G. H. A. HucGues, 
Director, London Master 
Builders’ Association. 


47, Bedford-square, W.C.1. 


MASONS’ TOOLS 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,— In your issue of July 6, there was 

a report of a lecture given by Lt.-Col. 

B. C. G. Shore, L.R.I.B.A., F.IA.A., 

F.I.A.S., and I was rather surprised at his 

statement that ‘‘ Masons’ tools have always 

been few and simple—small axe or adze, 
plain chisel, claw-tool.” 

Lt.-Col. Shore may be thinking of what 
we call a “ kerbstone mason ”’—he cer- 
tainly could not have been thinking of a 
real craftsman mason, one who, from the 
drawing to completion, can carry out all 
work, including fixing,.on such intricate 
building as, say, a tracery window and who, 
if he wishes to claim the tool allowance of 
2d. per day as laid down by the Southern 
Counties Regional Joint Committee for 
the Building Industry, requires as full 
kit the following items :— 


3 ft. rule, 3 squares (various sizes), set squares, 1 mitre 
square, straight = (various sizes), pair of compasses, 
double sinking square, box trammell, shift stock, 
2 mallets (heavy ont light), 2 hammers (heavy and light), 
18 mallet-h — boasters, 36 mallet-headed chisels, 
9 claw tools, 3 egg claw tools, 1 dozen claw bits, 
24 ‘hammer-headed punches, 2 pitchers (heavy and 
light), 1 lewising tool, carborundum blocks, honing 
blocks, rasps, scriber, rifflers. 


To which must be added these addi- 
tional kits for different varieties of stone :— 
Sorr STONE KiT: 12 wooden-headed gouges, 


dummies (heavy and light), 36 wood-headed chisels ~ 


(various sizes), fillet saws, 1 cox comb, hand saws 
(coarse, medium and fine), 12 drags (coarse, medium 
and fine). 

Mars_e Kirt: 6 bona  canana and chisels, 2 light 
pitchers, 2 light 


GRANITE KIT: 4 hes. 
hammers, 6 jumpers. 

To which must be further added a 
fixing kit consisting of :— 

2 ft. 6 in. or 4 ft. spirit level, plumb rule, trowels 


(bedding, pointing and lifting), saw lines, fixing bar, 
plumb bob. 


When I showed the article to my fore- 
man mason he laughed rather scornfully, 
and asked if I would do him the favour of 
writing and telling your readers exactly 
what a real mason does need. 


W. L. WILks. 


punches, 4 doz. chisels 


120, Old-road West, 
Gravesend. , 
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THE MINISTRY OF WORKS LIBRARY 


ITS SCOPE AND SERVICES 
By Our Special Representative 


A™ the end of the war the Ministry of 

Works Library was reorganised and 
expanded to meet the pressing new needs 
and conditions of building, under the 
direction of its newly appointed Technical 
Intelligence Officer and Chief Librarian, 
Mr. B. Agard Evans, M.Sc., A.R.I.C. 
(formerly Assistant Librarian to the Build- 
ing Research Station). Though it still 
remains essentially a departmental organ- 
isation, it has developed facilities and 
services which are also available to the 
building public. These have already 
proved their value, and a brief account 
of the library and its work should there- 
fore be of use. 

The library’s primary object is to 
supply information to the technical officers 
of the Ministry. Building, one of its 
most important sub-divisions, is com- 
pletely covered, with special regard to 
materials, methods of construction, 
equipment, labour and legal and social 
aspects. A wealth of relevant literature 
is included in the form of B.S. Specifica- 
tions, basic text books and treatises on 
building, building bye-laws, and central 
legislation, national building studies, etc. 


The library does not, however, attempt 
completeness in the field of architecture, 
in the more scientific aspects of building, 
in town and country planning—except as 
the subject difectly affects building— 
nor the larger works of civil engineering ; 
but within its own limits it aims at as 
complete a coverage of building literature 
as possible. The subject of building is 
sub-divided as follows : 


Building practice and industry Water supply 
Structural elements Drainage 
Structural mechanics Gas installation 
Building organisation (onsite) Electrical installation 
Maintenance, repair and de- Lighting 

molition , Heating and ventilation 
Building materials Various trades 
Building construction Proofing and insulation 
Services Sound-proofing 


Every year more than 10,000 items of 
information of direct building interest 
are published in the form of books, 
pamphlets, periodicals or trade literature. 
The most fruitful vehicles of new ideas 
and developments are the publications of 
research establishments, committees, asso- 
ciations, etc., and, of course, the technical 
Press. The M.O.W. Library passes the 
whole of this enormous output of informa- 
tion in review, retains the more important, 
and puts on record all articles likely to be 
of direct usefulness in the field of building. 


A THREEFOLD SERVICE 


The library provides a_ threefold 
service available not only to the officers 
of the Ministry but also to the building 
industry in its widest sense, and to the 
building public. First, it ensures to its 
users the highest possible degree of 
up-to-dateness in the more important 
developments in all fields of building ; 
second, it provides a reference service in 
the library; and, third, it answers 
inquiries by search through its records. 
The first service is rendered by the Library 
Bulletin, which is issued fortnightly, 
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listing books, pamphlets, and periodicals 
of importance. This Bulletin is consoli- 
dated every half-year in respect of books 
and pamphlets, and annually in respect of 
periodical articles. For various reasons 
distribution of the Bulletin cannot be 
widespread, but the other two services, 
namely reference and inquiries, are freely 
available to bona fide inquirers. 


As the library is intended to serve 
primarily as a reference and inquiry 
centre, the number of items that can be 
sent on loan at any one time is very 
limited, and in general, therefore, borrow- 
ing, if it should be possible, has to be 
regarded as a privilege and not a right. 


Books are arranged on the shelves by 
subject. If the author or source of an 
item is known, the author catalogue will 
show where it is held in the library. 
A subject index gives reference to books, 
pamphlets, and periodical articles to- 
gether with their location number. The 
library also contains a large amount of 
unpublished information, such as technical 
papers, translations, surveys, biblio- 
graphies, reports, etc. 

The library takes no fewer than 500 
periodicals—350 English and 150 foreign, 
including about 50 from the U.S.A. 
Most periodicals are placed on the 
library table a few days after receipt and 
remain there until replaced by the next 
number. Older issues can generally be 
produced on request. 


A valuable feature of the library is a 
collection. of British trade catalogues, 
as complete as it can be made and kept 
as closely as possible up to date. Manu- 
facturers’ claims are summarised for each 
product and the information filed on cards 
for immediate reference. Information 
cannot be given about prices nor can 
opinions be expressed on the value of a 
product. A good deal of information 
is also held about American and Continen- 
tal products. 


Members of the library staff are pre- 
pared to help visitors to find what they 
need at any time during office hours. 


SUPPLEMENTARY RESOURCES 


The resources of the library are supple- 
mented by numerous contacts with other 
centres of information, such as the libraries 
of other Government Departments, the 
research stations and associations of the 
D.S.I.R., the national libraries, and the 
International Council for Building Docu- 
mentation. The library is thus able to 
claim the ability to mobilise the knowledge 
of the world to answer a single inquiry, 
though the machinery of international 
consultation is necessarily somewhat 
slow in operation. 


Besides its purely technical contents the 
library contains many books of general 
interest, including the bulk of the famous 
Mayson Beeton collection of books on 
London, many of these being treasures of 


great value. Recently, the copying of 
the Smithson and Thorpe collections of 
architectural drawings, held elsewhere, 
had to be undertaken by the library, and 
these are available for reference. 


The Ministry of Works is a large organ- 
isation, employing a staff of some 17,000, 
about half of whom are technical. Just 
over half the staff are in London, the 
remainder being distributed through 
England and Wales, with about 1,000 in 
Scotland. The majority of the services 
are centred on the eleven regional head- 
quarters, and the staffs of regional offices 
vary between 600 and 1,000, averaging 
about 750. The geegraphical difficulty of 
making a library in London completely 
serviceable to these widely scattered areas 
is obvious, and it became necessary to 
set up regional technical libraries, con- 
taining the most used reference and text 
books, sets of official papers, B.S. Specifi- 
cations and research publications and 
having 20 or 30 of the more useful periodi- 
cals available for reference and circulation. 


REGIONAL LIBRARIES 


In all the regional centres there 
is available a comprehensive cumulative 
index to the literature of building. This 
is open to any professional men who may 
wish to use it or to public libraries having 
specific queries on building. Inquiries 
of a technical nature in the regions are 
the care of the regional technical librarian. 
Through the regional libraries London is 
prepared to lend from headquarters’ 
stock to any co-operating body or to 
individual architects or builders. 


The value of the M.O.W. Library 
organisation is clear from the fact that at 
headquarters alone no fewer than 2,000 
inquiries are dealt with per month. The 
officers in charge of the three inquiry 
departments at Lambeth Bridge House, 
London, are as follows : 


General and loan inquiries : 
Charlton. Rel. 7611, Ext. 1881. 
Technical inquiries: Miss 

Rel. 7611, Ext. 1541. 


Trade names and products: Mr. 
Randal Phillips. Rel. 7611, Ext. 1633. 


ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS 
Work on Extensions to Begin 


Work is to begin in January on the 
restoration and extension of the Royal 
College of Surgeons in Lincoln’s Inn Fields. 
The college was damaged during air raids 
in 1941 and 1943, when a large part of the 
museum section and many specimens were 
destroyed. 


It is proposed to extend the college east- 
wards from its present site to a point near 
the Land Registry office, and when the full 
project, estimated to cost more than £1m., 
is completed, the size of the present build- 
ings will have been doubled. They will in- 
clude the Noffield College of Surgical 
Science, in which there will be a residential 
section able to house 100 post-graduates, 
most of them from the Commonwealth, and 
a research department. A licence has been 
obtained from the Ministry of Works for 
the first stage of reconstruction, which will 
include a new museum and great hall. The 
architects are Messrs. Young and Hall, 
F.R.1.B.A., 9, Southampton-row, W.C.1. 


Mrs. 


Shanks. 
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THE INTERNATIONAL’ DEVELOPMENT,4OF 
NEW BUILDING TECHNIQUES 


Progress in Prefabrication in Many Countries 


By H. J. 


The following article is a summary of an 
address delivered by the author at the Inter- 
national Congress for Housing and Town 
Planning at Amsterdam, 1950. As general 
reporter on the subject he introduced four 
national reports by Mr. R. Fitzmaurice, BSc., 
M.LC.E. (Gt. Britain), Mr. Burnham Kelly 
(U.S.A.), Dr. J. P. Mazure (Netherlands) and 
Messrs. A. Marini and E. Simon (France). 
The final Congress report will be published 
shortly. 


PREFABRICATION and the application 

of industrial technique to building, 
which already occupied Edison and Henry 
Ford I in-a joint building venture at the 
close of the last century, continues to be 
of paramount interest to the building in- 
dustry. The new technique has its influence 
on the traditional building, and Whilst one 
school of thought wishes it to form a new 
basic and revolutionary approach, others 
feel that the main value of it consists in a 
gradual integration of both old and new 
methods. 


After the first world war and particularly 
after the last war, prefabrication has 
registered many failures and some successes. 
A number of causes for either have been 
correctly diagnosed partly by drawing 
analogies with more rationalised industries, 
partly through the most costly method of 
learning by experience, and finally through 
building research. 


REDUCTION OF MAN-HOURS 


The new building technique aims generally 
at lowering costs and increasing output in 
the provision of houses. These aims can 
be expressed in terms of reducing man- 
hours spent on making a house, both in the 
production of materials which go into the 
house and in their assembly, either as parts 
in the factory or as the final product on the 
site. The first effort is mainly concerned 
with rational factory production, the 
second with proper design of parts and with 
site-rationalisation in erection. The type 
of labour should be as inexpensive as 
possible, hence the aim to replace skilled 
labour with unskilled. Finally, there is 
the general reqtiirement apparent in every 
industry—to replace human effort with 
generated or mechanical power. 


The basic requirements for improving 
house-building technique are common to 
most countries, yet each is presented with 
its own particular problems due to the 
availability of materials and to the prevail- 
ing national industrial and economic 
structure. 


Thus in the U.S.A. prefabrication is not 
a “set of ideas,” but a well-developed in- 
dustry largely based on the supply of 
timber houses. There is also a tradition 
of good business management which is 
often applied to traditional building methods 
and allows for economies resulting from 
rationalisation and efficient production. 


In countries such as the Netherlands, and 
many others, where the housing services and 
equipment, baths, kitchen equipment, etc., 
are less elaborate, the réle of the outer shell 
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of houses, i.e., walls, floors and roof, must 
Britain, where this equipment is considered 
of more importance and accounts, with in- 
terior finishes, for two-thirds of the housing 
costs, economies achieved in this respect are 
nowadays thought not less but even more 
important than on the shell of the house. In 
fact, the bulk of research and study efforts 
of the Government seem to be concentrated 
at present on the prefabrication of internal 
fittings, to be followed by constructing the 
house shell around them. 


Countries which are timber importers and 
also short of steel will obviously seek to 
replace both these materials by concrete, 
be a dominating requirement. In Great 
although the material is less suitable for 
factory processing. 


It seems, however, that the correct applica- 
tion of principles of design, production and 
organisation, intelligently adapted to local 
conditions, is more important than the 
choice of an ideal material. 


ACHIEVEMENTS AND FAILURES 


The balance of achievements and failures 
in prefabrication is easier to draw now than 
it was four years ago. The criteria applied 
are savings in costs, labour, materials, time 
of erection and some other factors. 


One basis for assessing costs of labour 
and material is to reduce them to the com- 
mon denominator of man-hours involved 
in the production of a house, from the raw 
materials to the site finishing. The British 
investigations provide such data and allow 
assessment at a glance of the number of 
man-hours which go into the making of 
each non-traditional house, with compara- 
tive figures for traditional houses. It can 
be seen from the resulting statistical tables 
that a number of systems show approxi- 
mately the same number of man-hours as 
the traditional house, whilst several of the 
best show substantial savings. 


Savings in particular materials are often 
determining factors and during a shortage 
of coal it was found useful in Britain to ex- 
press the value of each house-building 
method in terms of the coal consumption 
involved in production. 


The use of non-skilled labour is an im- 
portant consideration in assessing the value 
of a system, and one of the reasons in the 
Netherlands in favour of non-traditional 
methods is the aversion of young building 
labour to “ dirty work.” 3 


SPEED IN SITE ERECTION 


Speedy site erection, whilst in_ itself 
valuable, can only be properly assessed in 
conjunction with factory production hours, 
and here again the sum total of man-hours 
is decisive. On the other hand, to get the 
house quickly under the roof is generally a 
considerable independent asset by securing 
shelter from the weather, and reducing the 
amount of least controllable and therefore 
expensive site labour. 

It is easy enough to enumerate condi- 


tions of success and failure for the applica- 
tion of new methods of construction. One 
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has only to take into account all relevant 
factors in the factory, on the site, in trans- 
port from one to the other; as well as in 
general business management, which in- 
cludes finance, methods of buying 
parts and materials and marketing 
the completed house. These requirements 
were always clear enough to the 
initiated, especially those who combined a 
knowledge of the building industry with 
general industrial experience and a sound 
organisational, managerial and business 
approach. 


ACHIEVEMENT OF SUCCESS 


We note in this connection that experi- 
ence in the U.S.A. shows how success de- 
pends not on a single feature, such as a 
good production idea or an ingenious as- 
sembly detail, but on sound organisation 
and expert management which, together with 
bulk purchase, play often a larger part in 
successful schemes than technical improve- 
ments, 


Similarly, the experience in Britain has 
shown that where success has been achieved 
it was due to a combination of a sound 
technical basis, i.e., a good structural prin- 
ciple and well-worked-out design, with an 
efficient, well-planned factory production, 
carefully correlated to site erection—the 
whole combining sound building organisa- 
tion with modern industrial methods. It was 
also. found that some amount of readjust- 
ment was necessary on the part of the tradi- 
tional building industry in applying the new 
methods, and that this was one of the condi- 
tions of success. * 


Correspondingly, failure can always . be 
traced to shortcomings in either. particular 
features, such as a wrong design principle, 
or to negligence in the application of basic 
industrial requirements, such as an ineffi- 
cient factory production, or an overall lack 
of organisation in site-erection and co- 
ordination of both. 


Apart from individual failures there are, 
of course, the general handicaps attached to 
prefabrication, the main ones being limited 
output which does not fully utilise the pro- 
ductive capacities of factories, and the pre- 
ference of consumers for traditional houses. 


Since the war about 30,000 prefabricated 
timber houses have been built in the U.S.A., 
which amounts to approximately five per 
cent. of an annual production in single 
houses. 


In France, too, about five per cent. of the 
total post-war dwellings were prefabricated, 
whilst, in addition, prefabricated elements 
were applied to a very considerable number 
of traditional dwellings. Whilst the French 
stress the great progress made in prefabrica- 
tion over the period of the last three years, 
they mention as major obstacles in the way 
of success lack of overall planning, especi- 
ally of a housing programme, and lack of 


. Standardisation. 


In Great’ Britain 120,000 permanent and 
150,000 temporary “ non-traditional ” houses 
have been built since the war, which is over 
a third of the total production of dwellings. 

[The production of temporary houses in 
Britain has now, stopped.—Ep.] 


SOME TECHNICAL EXPERIENCES 


If we are more able to-day to assess the 
achievements of prefabrication generally in 
terms of results obtained and of future pos- 
sibilities, we have also obtained some data 
on the developments of certain technical 
principles. 


Experience has been gained on 
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the respective merits and demerits of large 
versus small building elements, and the 
British experience shows the success of quite 
large assembly panels for walls. At the 
same time there. is no doubt that well- 
designed smaller wall panels can offer scope 
for achievement provided they are sound 
technically. 


It is remarkable how much cheaper con- 
crete houses cast in situ were than those 
based on elaborate factory-produced 
panels. On the other hand, the former 
have reached the limit of possible improve- 
ments, whilst some precast systems have 
not exhausted a wide margin of potential 
improvements, especially on the production 
side. 


There is the question of total prefabrica- 
tion of houses versus production of stan- 
dardised house parts for the general mar- 
ket. Again it was shown that the greatest 
success in Britain resulted where the pre- 
fabricator concentrated both the production 
of elements and their assembly in his own 
hands. On the other hand, a remarkable 
success was achieved by builders in the 
U.S.A., such as the Levitt Brothers, who, 
by sound organisational and business and 
production methods, lowered costs without 
resort to revolutionary technical design 
and to prefabrication of the house shell. 


As for particular technical successes in 
the U.S.A., the stressed skin technique in 
timber confirmed expectations. 


USE OF TRADITIONAL MATERIALS 


The application of rationalisation and 
new technique to traditional materials, such 


as burnt clay products, has brought sub- 


stantial savings. In France outsize bricks 
have proved more economical and of 
higher quality than those of traditional size. 
Prefabricated floors saved 60 per cent. of 
man-hours in comparison with traditional 
types. Savings on walls reached 30-40 per 
cent. 

One technical question which was the 
bugbear of early prefabrication, namely, 
the working to proper tolerances for pro- 
duction and erection, seems now generally 
to have been solved by manufacturers and 
designers. 


Fhe question of factory versus site pro- 
duction has always occupied producers. In 
France site production is favoured because 
of the widely spread sites. 


This is the place to mention mechanical 
aids to building with the vast field of site 
machinery for shifting and lifting earth, 
concrete and other building materials, 
tractors, cranes, transporters and other 
means of mechanising the building site. 


COMPARATIVE COSTS 


Costs of prefabricated or non-traditional 
houses are a major criterion of their value. 
Owing to the limited output of some sys- 
tems, there are difficulties in assessing 
these costs, which nevertheless bear a 
promise of substantial reductions. | Some- 
times an_ artificial price level prevails, 
caused either by shortage or a Government- 
controlled price, when the house producer 
sees no incentive to lower his prices. Also, 
the costs need not always form a decisive 
consideration—4.g., when savings in time 
of erection or the use of more easily avail- 
able materials may be a determining factor. 


In the U.S.A. in the past, small savings 
in prefabricated houses might have been 
due to general management as much as to 
prefabrication. On the other hand, pre- 
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fabricated houses have been marketed re- 
cently at a lower cost and superior quality 
to standard conventional houses. 


In the Netherlands the conventional 
house is described as being very cheap, in 
fact cheaper than other industrial products. 
Nevertheless, the development of non- 
traditional methods was considered by the 
Government important enough to allocate 
subsidies to the most promising systems 
through allowing them a 10 per cent. higher 
selling price. 


In France, more stress is laid on savings 
in labour than in costs, scarcity of skilled 
labour being the major handicap in build- 
ing progress. Their second consideration is 
the speeding up of building operations and 
only third comes the question of costs. On 
this they are not able as yet to reach definite 
conclusions. 


Another factor which appears of import- 
ance in France is standardisation of house 
design, the lack of which increases costs of 
building, other factors being assured quan- 
tity production, higher amounts of pre- 
fabrication and better organisation. Lack 
of standardisation prevents the factory pro- 
duction of repetitive house elements such 
as staircases, etc. 


In Great Britain it was found that 
amongst the most successful systems of pre- 
fabrication some were cheaper than tradi- 
tional housing, whilst others were about the 
same, and still others more expensive. The 
average cost result seems to give a satis- 
factory answer as to the achievements of 
prefabrication. It is more important, how- 
ever, to study the high and low levels of per- 
formance of the industry. From the latter 
a picture of reasons for failure in lowering 
of costs can be gained: they are, apart 
from poor technical design, poor organisa- 
tion in factory and on the site, and lack of 
co-ordination between both. 


More relevant still, is the study of suc- 
cess. When it is found that a system of 
prefabrication has lowered man-hours by 
50 per cent. of the total house, apart from 
reversing the ratio of skilled to unskilled 
labour from 60 to 30 per cent., potentiali- 
ties of prefabrication in reducing costs of 
building are obvious. 


OLD AND NEW TECHNIQUES 


Whilst we may distinguish some clear 
cases of prefabrication of houses and equally 
clear traditional approaches, it is generally 
agreed that there is a measure of penetra- 
tion and _ inter-action between both 
techniques. 


In the U.S.A. prefabrication is considered 
to be a test case to be followed or rejected 
by the building industry at large. 

In Great Britain it is considered as a 
number of “steps in the development of 
rational methods of construction for hous- 
ing”; and that is how Mr. Fitzmaurice 
wishes to envisage the problem. The con- 
tinuous chain of improvements in the tradi- 
tional building industry is stressed as lead- 
ing to its gradual industrialisation. 


The French differentiate logically between 
prefabrication, either of (a) totally factory- 
produced houses or (b) assembled from 
parts. on the site, and‘on the other hand— 
in a basically different category—modernisa- 
tion of traditional methods of construction. 
The latter contain improvements in the pro- 
duction of walls, floors, ceilings and other 
building elements. 


The general consensus of opinion fs that 
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prefabrication is no “ solve-all” and that its 
application should vary in accordance with 
the purpose it is intended to serve and the 
means available. It should have its proper 
place within the larger sphere of national 
housing provision with other factors, such 
as lowering the cost of building materials, 
training of building labour or provision of 
cheap finance. 


ROLE OF RESEARCH 


Research has formed one of the main 
conditions of such success as has hitherto 
been achieved in prefabrication. Apart from 
the individual efforts by technicians and 
progressive industry in all parts of the world, 
there were and are many important public 
organisations which contributed towards 
general progress through field experiments, 
dissemination of data and education of the 
industry. 

Post-war European housing, and housing 
in under-developed countries, owe a debt of 
gratitude to the céncerted British approach 
during and after the last war in selecting 
and sponsoring suitable methods of pre- 
fabrication, and in establishing standards of 
performance. It is true that much effort was 
spent at first, as everywhere in the world, 
on supporting systems of little merit. At the 
same time, however, a technique was 
gradually developed for assessing objectively 
the technical and economic performance of 
building materials. The outstanding features 
of the British research approach are, on the * 
technical plane, the introducfion of the field 
experiment and field test as different from 
the laboratory approach. On the study of 
economic performance we are impressed 
with the method of collecting statistical field 
and factory data on man-hours. 


The method of scientifically digesting this 
Statistical material through co-operation be- 
tween technicians, statisticians and mathe- 
maticians is as novel to the building industry 
and remarkable as the results it has achieved. 
It allowed to a very. accurate degree the 
assessment from a sample study on groups 
of about 50 houses the ultimate possible 
performance limits of the building methods. 
True and definite figures were thus estab- 
lished in most cases as to the actual and 
potential performance in terms of man-hours 
and costs. ~ Weak spets in the com- 
plicated chain of house building could 
easily be detected in design, factory produc- 
tion, site erection or ofher fields of perform- 
ance, and a way was‘laid open to objective 
assessment and improvement. 


It is clear that prefabrication is not a 
purely technical question, but also a psycho- 
logical and social problem. 


Amongst the handicaps from which non- 
traditional methods suffered in the past, and 
are still suffering, is the resistance of the 
public in most countries where alternative 
housing is available. For instance, although 
most inhabitants of British prefabricated 
houses have nothing but praise for their 
dwellings, local councils responsible for 
their ordering tend to favour” traditional 
houses. One of the reasons remains pro- 
bably the more favourable esthetic appeal 
of the traditional building materials, and the 
other is the desire to sponsor local builders. 


INTERNATIONAL SCOPE OF WORK 
Organised labour, which in the past offered 
resistance to non-traditional methods, seems 
reconciled to their existence and accepts 
them on their’ value. 
In modern times the exchange of build- 
ing methods and ready-made building parts, 
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and even whole buildings, has greatly in- 
creased. Before the second world war the 
exchange of building materials already 
played a considerable part in house build- 
ing, but the applications of building methods 
developed in other countries and the bodily 
shipment of shelter have increased since in 
scope and importance. Sweden has exported 
timber houses to war-devastated European 
countries, especially France and Denmark; 
Finland exported timber houses to Polish 
mining districts, thus. helping to start coal 
production; Austria and Germany are now 
entering the world market with such houses. 
Aluminium houses and concrete units were 
imported by petroleum companies in the 
Middle East. 


More important is the exchange of 
methods of construction. French methods 
of multi-storey construction (Mopin) were 
applied in Britain before the war, and 
British systems are applied at present in 
France. New countries and _ under- 
developed countries with specially urgent 
housing problems are joining with techni- 
cally advanced countries in acquiring pro- 
duction licences and “know-how.” Thus 
one finds various British systems operating 
in India or Pakistan, whilst Israel is using 
the Le Tourneau mammoth machine from 
— for casting complete concrete house 
shells. 


France has. exported complete metal 
houses, including full equipment, to Indo 
China, South America and other countries. 
The shipment of houses abroad seems to 
offer particular scope for totally prefabri- 
cated lightweight houses in timber and 
metal. This French production for 
foreign markets reduced the costs of pre- 
fabricated housing for the home market, 
and allowed the prefabrication industry to 
break an impasse due to limited home sales. 


To mention a few further examples, a 
Swiss system is being tried out and pro- 
misingly adopted in Great Britain as part 
of the policy to increase internal prefabri- 
cation. As for the application of new 
materials, such as, for example, gas con- 
crete, one has to study Swedish, British or 
German achievements, and the same ap- 
plies to, say, “‘No-Fines” concrete. In 
fact, one can nowadays hardly think of in- 
troducing improvements to housing without 
crossing some national borders. 


EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION 


With house-building methods jumping 
the borders of countries—houses being pro- 
duced in the near Arctic to shelter people 
in sub-tropical climates—an increased trend 
in international exchange of information is 
bound to follow. 


The United Nations have established an 
organisation for this purpose in the hous- 


ing sub-committee of the Economic Com-. 


mission for Europe, where those responsi- 
ble for housing provision and housing re- 
search in different countries find a useful 
platform for exchanging data and experi- 
ences. 


There is need, of course, in the same 
sphere for unofficial international bodies 
with a larger and more varied membership 
to include municipalities, the industry and 
professions, and prominent amongst such 
bodies is the International Federation for 
Housing and Town Planning, with its dis- 
tinguished record of creating a platform for 
the international discussion of housing 


problems, 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


Housing and Defence 


GR IAN FRASER asked the Minister of 

Local Government and Planning, on 
July 10, in which areas there was to be a 
decrease in house building this year on 
account of the needs of the defence pro- 
gramme; and in which areas this was to be 
compensated for by an increase in order to 
maintain the national figure of 200,000 
houses. 

Mr. DALTON said he had not so far found 
it mecessary to reduce the housing pro- 
gramme in any area because of the defence 
programme. 

Sir IAN FRASER asked if the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer did not forecast that this 
might occur, and ought not people to be 
warned whether they would get fewer 
houses or more. 

Mr. DALTON said that he had already 
increased the housing allocations of more 
than 300 local authorities who seemed to 
him to be making good progress with build- 
ing. So far he had not had to reduce the 
allocation of any local authority, but as 
events moved forward they would take 
account of that. 

Mr. HARMER NICHOLLS asked if the 
Minister would not contemplate increasing 
the allocation of houses if he instructed local 
authorities to build smaller houses or granted 
them a bigger allocation on condition that 
they erected smaller houses, instead of leav- 
ing it merely to them. 

Mr. DALTON said that was another ques- 
tion. 

Lt.-CoL. Lipton asked if it was not true 
that many local authorities were not making 
full use of the allocation already made to 
them. How would the Minister deal with 
this? 

Mr. DALTON: By switching a lot of their 
allocation to those who do better. 


Capital Investment 


On July 10, Mr. BoyD-CARPENTER asked 
the Minister of Local Government and 
Planning how far his policy of allowing an 
increase in the number of houses permitted 
to be built in areas where he had been 
satisfied that this could be done had been 
modified as the result of the new capital in- 
vestment programme. 

Mr. DALTON: Not at all. Our aim is to 
build 200,000 houses a year and, if fewer 
can be built in some areas, to build more 
in another. 

Mr. Boyp-CaRPENTER asked how the 
Minister reconciled his repeated statement 
that any application by any local authority 
for an extra allocation of licences would be 
considered on its merits with the limitation 
of the number of houses to be built to a 
rigid figure of 200,000. 

. MR. DALTON said that some were build- 
ing less; some were building more. When 


he got an application from a local authority. 


he always considered it on its merits. As 
he had said repeatedly, he had increased the 
total allocations for more than 300 local 
authorities and he had increased the propor- 
tion above the one in five for quite a number 
who had approached him. 

Mr. BoyD-CARPENTER: Does that mean 
that in no circumstances, whatever the merits 
of the applications he receives, will the 
right hon. gentleman authorise more than 
200,000 houses? 

Mr. DALTON: No, sir. It’ is not a ques- 
tion for me to authorise but for the builders 
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to build. If they can build more than 
200,000 I shall be delighted. 


Resale Price Control 


On July 10, Mrs. Hitt asked the Minister 
of Local Government and Planning if he 
would consider lifting the resale price control 
now on houses which were built three or 
more years ago, and on new houses three 
years after first purchase from the builder. 

Mr. RUSSELL asked the Minister of Local 
Government and Planning if he would 
amend Section 43 of the Housing Act, 1949, 
so as to permit the maximum selling price 
of a house built under private licence to be 
increased in proportion to increases in the 
cost of building. 

Mr. DALTON replied in the negative. 

Mr. RUSSELL: Is the Minister aware that 
an owner of a house who had it built under 
private licence, say, two years ago, and now 
has to move from the district owing to a 
change of employment would have to sell 
the house for a lower price than he would 
have to pay for a similar one? Does not 
the Minister think that this causes great 
hardship? Does it not also cause great hard- 
ship to builders whose building work was 
delayed by shortage of materials or bad 
weather? 

Mr. DaLTonN: The nearer we can get to 
a price freeze the happier I shall be on all 
these matters. 

Mr. J. E. PowELL: Does not the right 
hon, gentleman realise that the current price 
being permitted for houses built under 
licence is at least £1,000 more than it was 
at the time when this restriction was im- 
posed, and that this fact calls for a review 
of the 1946 arrangements? 

Mr. DALTON: Not from the point of view 
of the purchaser of the house. 


Slum Clearance : 


On July 10, Mr. Brack asked the 
Minister of Local Government and Plan- 
ning how the number of slum 
dwellings demolished during the five years 
ended March 31, 1951, compared with the 
number demolished during the five years 
ended March 31, 1939. 

Mr. DALTON: 31,718 since the end of the 
war, and 219,669 in the five years ended 
March 31, 1939. 

Mr. Brack asked whether, bearing in 
mind the promises made from 1945 onwards 
by members of the Labour Party as to the 
clearance of the slums in double-quick time, 
the Minister did not consider the post-war 
figures extremely disappointing. 

Mr. DALTON said he did not. It was a 
different situation. In the ’30s they had a 
mass of poverty and unemployment in this 
country. Now they had full employment 
with a good standard of life, and the people 
could afford rents which they could not 
afford under Tory misrule. 

Mr. Grsson asked whether, in repairing 
war-damaged properties and building as 
many new houses as they could, the 
Government had not taken very much the 
better course. ‘ 

Mr. DALTON said that his hon. friend was 
right. Slum clearance was now an appen- 
dage to a positive housing programme. In 
the years before the war it was a permanent 
part of policy and large numbers of houses 
were standing empty. 


Reduction in Materials 

On July 10, Mr. SuTcLiFFeE asked the 
Minister of Local Government and Plan- 
ning if, in view of the recent increase in the 
cost of new houses, he would take steps to 
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meet the request of those councils which had 
put forward plans to reduce to some extent 
the size of the three-bedroom type of house, 
so as to economise in the amount of material 
and labour required. 


Mr. SORENSEN asked the Minister of 
Local Government and Planning, in view of 
the hardship among many young people who 
could not marry because of lack of accom- 
modation, whether he would recommend 
that local authofities should include in their 
housing programme a proportion of houses 
so constructed or adapted as to be tem- 
porarily suitable for two or more young 
married couples who might not require more 
than two rooms and a kitchenette for each 
couple during the first years of their 
married lives. 


Mr. Daton referred both members to 
his circular to housing authorities of April 
28 last. 


Mr. SutTciiFFE asked if the Minister 
would give further consideration to this, 
because it was proving most unfair to some 
loeal authorities. In one instance the 
whole of this year’s allocation was being 
confined te two-bedroom flats, which re- 
sulted in a large saving of labour and mat- 
erials, and yet the total could not be 
increased. 


Mr. DALTON said his circular was very 
sympathetic to the point of view of local 
authorities who wished to make variations 
from any rigid code. He had definitely 
advised authorities to continue the pro- 
gramme set up under his predecessor of 
having a larger proportion of one- and two- 
bedroom houses. 


Mr. Grsson: Will my right hon. friend 
make it quite clear to those who apply that 
there must be no reduction of living stan- 
dards in these houses? 


Mr. DALTON: That, of course, is laid 
down extremely clearly in the circular. 
Provided that living conditions are retained 
at the proper standards—subject to that 
overriding provision—I am most anxious to 
encourage the inventive skill of architects and 
local authorities to design houses. 


Building Licences 

On July 10, Mr. A. Epwarp Davies 
asked the Minister of Works whether his 
Department, before issuing building licences, 
consulted the local authority in whose area 
the work was proposed. 


Mr. Brown said that local authorities 
were normally consulted before licences were 
granted for building work in connection with 
the provision of local amenities. 


On July 10, Mason Guy Lioyp asked the 
Minister of Works whether, to meet rising 
cests, he would increase the limits of outlay 
under which building licences were not 
necessary. 


Mr. BROWN said he would not. 


Major Lioyp: Is not this a most reason- 
able request and, in view of the very sub- 
stantial rise in costs, does it not meet the 
viewpoint of all concerned? Is it just 
stubbornness, or what is the motive for 
saying “ No”? 

Mr. Brown: The motives for saying 
“No” were given in some detail in the 
House on July.3 as well as on June 26. 
There are arguments on both sides. There 
is the argument in favour of raising the 
limits, but, obvioushy, there are also argu- 
ments on the other side at a time when the 
building programme is heavily strained and 
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our labour force and resources are under 
very heavy pressure. I have come to the 
conclusion that in present circumstances the 
best course is to keep the limits where they 
are. 


New Colonial Office 

On July 10, Mr. Sanpys asked the 
Minister of Works whether, having regard 
to the decision to curtail the programme of 
Government office building and the conse- 
quent suspension of further work on the 
proposed new Colonial Office building, he 
would give an assurance that, before a 
decision was taken to resume work on this 
project, the House would be informed and 
given an opportunity to reconsider the 
suitability of the plans. 


Mr. BRowNn said that the proposals for 
the new Colonial Office had been very fully 
considered and discussed in Parliament. The 
architect was preparing working drawings, 
but the decision to proceed with the super- 
structure of the new building would depend 
on the conditions prevailing when the draw- 
ings were ready. 3 did not think he would 
be justified at this late stage in inviting sug- 
gestions for further alterations to plans on 
which so much time and money had been 
spent. - 

Mr. Sanpys asked if the Minister could 
give the assurance that before work was 
resumed on this building the House would 
be informed and given an opportunity to 
discuss the matter should they so desire. 
Did this building come under the curtailment 
of office building announced by the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer recently? 


Mr. BROWN said the answer to the first 
part of the question was “No, sir.” The 
answer to the second part was that it was 
obviously affected by the ban, but in any 
case they were not ready to rebuild. 


COUNTY ARCHITECTS’ SOCIETY 
Tributes to Mr. A. G. Chant 


THE annual general meeting of the County 
Architects’ Society held at R.I.B.A. head- 
quarters on June 21, was regarded by mem- 
bers as one of the most memorable occasions 
in the Society’s history, for this was the day 
upon which Mr. A. G. Chant, F.R.I.B.A. 
(County Architect of Salop), relinquished the 
presidency of the society in view of his im- 
pending retirement next August. 


Mr. Chant was one of the founder 
members and, as the first Henorary Secre- 
tary, guided the policy of the society from 
its formation in 1942 until 1950, when those 


years were crowned by a most successful 


year as president. 


The new president, Mr. J. Harrison, 
A.R.LB.A. (County Architect of Surrey), 
said he would never think of the Society 
without coupling very closely with it the 
name of Mr. Chant, to whom such a deep 
sense of gratitude was due. He hoped Mr. 
Chant was fully aware of the terms of affec- 
tion in which he was held by his colleagues, 
in whose hearts he would always be. 


Many other tributes .were paid to Mr. 
Chant’s fine work, including one by Mr. 
J. H. Haughan, F.R.LB.A. (County Archi- 
tect of Cumberland), the society’s first 
president, who said that, but for the untiring 
efforts of Mr. Chant, the society could never 
have been in the position it now occupied. 
As a further recognition of Mr. Chant’s out- 
standing services, he was made, as from the 
date of his retirement, a life honorary 
member of the society. 
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PLASTER BOARD PRICES 
Minister’s Statement “ Misleading ” 


PPPHREE new statutory orders relating *to 
the price control of plaster board, 
building plasters, and gypsum rock, intro- 
duced by the Minister of Works to replace 
the orders annulled by the House of Com- 
mons on July 5, became effective on July 13, 
although they can still be the subject of 
prayers for annulment in Parliament. 

Mr. R. S. JuKEs, joint managing director 
of British Plaster Board, Ltd., controllers 
of the group of companies whose prices are 
affected by the orders, commenting on the 
Minister’s action, said that if the Govern- 
ment were successful in carrying out their 
intentions they would. have a complete dic- 
tatorship over industry. There was no pro- 
vision enabling a company to appeal through 
ordinary legal processes. The defence regu- 
lations provided the House of. Commons 
with an opportunity to annul the erders, 
but if a prayer for annulment was only to 
be regarded as being effective if carried in 
the face of a three-line whip to support the 
Minister, this only remaining democratic 
safeguard became a farce. 

The only annulled order which had been 
reintroduced before was that relating to the 


amount of the cheese ration, but that was’ 


done because there was simply not enough 
cheese to go round. No such considerations 
were coacerned in these cases. Here the 
group controHed by his company was dis- 
criminated against by being forced to control 
their prices so that the gtoss yield would be 
about 2 per cent, of the cash invested after 
allowing the minimum sum deemed wise by 
accountants for replacement and other 
reserves, while competing companies were 
charging higher prices. They were not 
named in the orders. 

Mr. Jukes said that the policy of British 
Plaster Board, Ltd., since it was founded in 
1917 and of the group since its formation 
in the ’thirties, had been to make good 
products and to sell cheaply. Their prices 
had increased by much less than 100 per 
cent. over pre-war prices, whereas the price 
of building materials generally had gone up 
156 per cent. The group supplied 70 per 
cent. of the plaster board and 90 per cent. 
of the plaster used in this country. 

In the case of plaster board, the new 
order limited the price of the type most 
commonly used to 2s. 53d. a square yard, 
and the group wished to charge the eco- 
nomic price of 2s. 7d: One competing com- 
pany was charging 2s. 73d. now. The 
average price of plaster was limited to 80s. 
a ton, and the group wished to charge 84s. 
a ton. The controlled price fixed for gypsum 
rock was an economic price, and there was 
really no need for the order, 

“Tt is sheer madness,” continued Mr. 
Jukes, “to impose prices against which firms 
could not compete successfully and which 
do not allow my group to raise sufficient 
capital to extend its activities or to give 
any return on capital that is worthy of the 
name.” 

Mr. Jukes pointed out that the orders were 
precisely the same as those debated in the 
House, but there was one difference—in the 
plaster board order the price had been 
increased by 3d. That simply took account 
of an increase in the basic raw material— 
paper—which had occurred in the meantime. 
It did not quite take it into account in full. 

Adding to his earlier comments, Mr. 
Jukes said, on Monday, that the Minister 
of Works’ statement [reported fully in our 
last week’s issue] that without the order 
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continue a voluntary price agreement was 
misleading. The group was prepared to 
continue for the time being with arrange- 
ments for the adjustment of prices under 
the “rules” that had operated since control 
was introduced during the war; what the 
group could not agree to was the adoption 
of discriminatory price control while discus- 
sions were still taking place. 

Mr. Jukes said that they received a letter 
from the then Minister of Works, Mr. 
Stokes, on April 24, suggesting that the 
question of prices be put to the Palmer Com- 
mittee. On April 26 his organisation replied 
to say that they would welcome the remit- 
tance of the problem to an independent com- 
mittee, and they in fact went before the 
Palmer Committee on July 4, six days before 
the annulment ‘of the origina] order. 


THE HOUSING RATIO 


Mr. Hudson’s Strong Call for Drastic 
Revision 


DRASTIC REVISION of the housing ratio 
was called for by Mr. Stephen Hudson, 
President of the National Federation of 
Building Trades. Employers, at the half- 
yearly meeting of the Midland Federation 
‘of Building Trades Employers, held in 
Nottingham on July 13. ) 

“There are six good and urgent reasons,” 
he said “why the present policy regarding 
the building of houses for owner-occupants 
should be drastically revised. They are:— 


(1) It is uneconomic to force families 
with a clear need for accommodation who 
are willing to become owner-occupiers 
without charge on the rates and taxes to 
be tenants on municipal estates. It is 
unfair to the ratepayer and taxpayer and 
local authorities view with growing alarm 
the heavy charges on the rates. 

““(2) We must save more; home owner- 
ship, financed through the building 
societies, is one of the best forms of thrift. 

“ (3) The only way to bring down the 
‘famine’ prices at which existing houses 
are changing hands is to increase the 
number of houses built for sale. 

“(4) Costs must be reduced and the 
rate of house-building speeded up. Greater 
scope given to private enterprise would 
effect this, because the builder is in charge 
of all operations and makes decisions on 
the spot. He does not need to wait for 
the cumbrous committee machinery of 
local authorities to go into action. And 
the greater the ‘competition between 
builder and builder and between builder 
and local authority, the better. 

“(5) If estates are to be properly 
balanced, we must cater for all sections 
of the community. The need for new 
houses is not confined to the lower-paid 
income groups. 

“(6) It is absurd to fix a ratio which 
applies equally to places with such dif- 
fering housing conditions as, for example, 
Bournemouth and Bermondsey. That, no 
doubt, is why the Urban District Councils’ 
Association have pressed for a change. 


“The present ratio, as the most recent 
figures show, is 10:1 and not 4:1. The result 
of Mr. Dalton’s policy under which local 
authorities may apply for variations has been 
most disappointing. This is not surprising 


when one realises that neither the biggest 
local authority—the London County Council 
—nor. the New Towns Corporations have 
the power to issue licences for the building 
of houses for sale. 


And the arrangements 


British Plaster Board were not prepared to 
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under which local authorities can transfer 
licences and so enable elderly couples to 
vacate heuses in the towns which are too 
large for them and retire to a small cottage 
in the country have been almost a complete 
failure. 

“I repeat. therefore, the slogan, ‘Let the 
people choose and let the builders build 
according to that choice.’” 


NORTHERN IRELAND 
HOUSING TRUST 


Efforts to Keep Rents Low 


THE SIxTH ANNUAL REPORT (Stationery 
Office, 2s.) of the Northern Ireland Housing 
Trust records the fact that at the end of 
March, 1951, sites had been acquired for 
14,177 dwellings; houses tenanted numbered 
6,790, of which 1,662 were completed in 
the year under review; and a further 3,621 
dwellings were under contract. Twenty-five 
estates have been completed and building is 
in progress on 41 others. In addition, many 
other schemes in different parts of Northern 
Ireland are under examination, and altogether 
the Trust is engaged on work in connection 
with about 90 different sites. 

The report refers to the severe rise in the 
cost of materials and the further increase in 
building-trade wages, pointing out that these 
have already affected the cost of houses 
under construction and consequently must 
influence the rents on estates now being 
developed. It is impossible to foresee how 
much further these costs will rise. In March 
the cost of timber contained in a single house 
advanced by about £45, and this, taken 
together with increases in nearly every con- 
stituent of the dwelling and the increase of 
3d. per hour in wages, had added more than 
£100 to the price of a house within the last 
few months. Each £100 means about 1/6d. 
per week on the rent. 

After reference to the economies adopted 
by the Trust in its efforts to keep rents low, 
the report adds that the Trust may be relied 
upon to continue these endeavours. 


PROPERTY REPAIRS AT 
LIVERPOOL 


“ Financial Embarrassment” of Owners 


LiverPooL Corporation Housing (Com- 
mittee was recently asked by a member of the 
City Council to impose a more rigid enforce- 
ment of the section of the Housing Act relat- 
ing to repairs to property both by private 
owners and themselves. The Housing Com- 
mittee has reported to the City Council such 
steps as have been taken in this direc- 
tion, and emphasising the fact that it is not 
possible to deal with slum properties under 
that section because they could not be ren- 
dered fit for habitation at reasonable expense. 

“Owing to the increased cost of repairs,” 
states the committee, “ somé of the owners 
are financially embarrassed and have 
requested that the work should be spread 
over a number of months to enable them to 
meet the cost of repairs. This has been 
agreed upon in certain cases, subject to the 
owners dealing with all urgent works such 
as leaking roofs and broken down-spouts. 
Other owners have failed to carry out the 
necessary repairs in a number of cases and 
have stated they are not financially able to 
carry out the work. They have suggested 
that the local authority should do the work 
in default in pursuance of the powers vested 
in the City Council.” 

It is pointed out that during the year, 1,778 
notices. for repair were served and only 173 
had not been complied with. The number 
of items of work completed was 18,904. 
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A.U.B.T.W. CONFERENCE 
Many Wage Claims Submitted 


HE guaranteed week, higher wages and 

_ holidays with pay are the three subjects 
which have produced the great majority of 
resolutions for discussion at the nationa} 
delegate conference of the Amalgamated 
Union of Building Trade Workers, to be held 
at Torquay from July 23 to 27. 

Most of the 58 resolutions on the guaran- 
teed week that are down on the agenda cal) 
for the guaranteed week to be extended from 
32 to 44 hours; others simply call for a full 
week’s wage for 52 weeks in the year, and 
couple this with a plea for higher wages. 

Resolutions directly calling for higher 
wages number 50. A high proportion of 
these demand a further increase of 6d. an 
hour on the basic rate; a number are, how- 
ever, content to ask for a further 34d. an 
hour to bring the recent award of 24d. up 
to 6d. an hour. Hamilton branch; on the 
other hand, calls for an increase of 9d. an 
hour, coupled with a request that, in view 
of the rapid increase in prices of household 
goods, the cost of living variation should be 
considered each three months, instead of 
annually. Hawick branch wants the present 
rise in wages of $d. an hour for every three 
points rise in the cost of living index 
increased to 1d. 

The subject of holidays with pay is respon- 
sible for 46 resolutions. Many branches want 
a fortnight’s annual holiday with. pay, but 
there are also numerous demands for an 
increase in the value of holiday stamps. 
Several branches want Good Friday as a paid 
holiday. 

In contrast with the down-to-earth 
demands for more pay, and so on, the 
doctrinaire question of the nationalisation of 
the building industry is the subject of only 
five resolutions. Skewen branch has tabled 
a motion: “That the time is opportune to 
press forward for the public ownership of the 
building industry and of the control of 
building supplies in like manner.” 

Cardiff branch urges: “That this confer- 
ence believes that, in view of the declared 
policy of this union and of the N.F.B.T.O. 
on the need for the nationalisation of the 
building industry, care and attention should 
be shown on the question of compensation, 
if any, to the employers, in order to ensure 
that the industry will not be overburdened 
by such compensation should the amounts 
be as generous as those paid to the coal and 
steel owners.” Moreton branch asks the 
conference to reiterate its belief that 
“Security and good conditions will only be 
obtained when our industry is made“a social 
service.” Glasgow (4) branch urges “ the 
immediate setting up of the State Building 
Corporation.” 


OBITUARY 


Col. Frank Hibbert, C.B., M.Eng. 

The death is announced of Col. Frank 
Hibbert, C.B., C.B.E., M.C., T.D., D.L., 
M.Eng., M.LC.E., F.G.S., Deputy Lieutenant 
to the County of Lancashire for the past 
five years, and Water Engineer to Liver- 
pool Corporation since June, 1934. Col. 
Hibbert was : member of the Executive 
of the 


Committee British Waterworks 


Association, and several of its sub-commit- . 


tees. He served on the committee which 
presented the recently published “ Organisa- 
tion of the Water Supply Industry ” Réport, 
and was a member of the Central Advisory 
Water Committee to the Ministry of Local 
Government and Planning. 
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MORE VACANCIES FOR 
APPRENTICES 


“ Flying Start ” to L.M.B.A. Campaign 


peest results of the campaign to increase 
the number of apprentices in the 
building industry in London, which the 
London Master Builders’ Association has 
been carrying out this year, were announced 
by the president, Mr. Dudley F. Cox, in 
a speech at a Festival of Britain luncheon 
given by Central Area No. 5 in Putney 
recently. 

Mr. Arthur C. Styles, chairman of the 
area, presided, and among the guests, in 
addition to the borough surveyors from 
several of the boroughs in the area, were 
Mr. W. R. Barker, of the Pretoria Master 
Builders’ Association, and Mr. Hugh Casson, 
F.R.I.B.A., Director of Architecture to the 
Festival of Britain. 

Mr. Cox said that the L.M.B.A. campaign 
had got off to a flying start, and during the 
past six months they had found vacancies 
for more apprentices than in any correspond- 
ing period since the war. 

How had they done it? Members would 
know that in his presidential address he had 
made apprenticeship one of the major 
matters with which the association had to 
deal. The Apprenticeship Committee had 
been strengthened, and the areas had been 
asked to make apprenticeship a matter of 
highest priority—and well they had risen 
to the task. Exhaustive inquiries had been 
made into the state of apprenticeship locally, 
firms had been interviewed individually and 
the urgency of the position brought home to 
them. As a result, some hundreds of 
vacancies covering all trades had already 
been notified, and the position of vacancies 
to-day was better than it had been since 
the end of the war. 


Now came the problem of finding. the 
boys, but he was confident that with the close 
assistance of the youth employment officers 
they would be forthcoming in ample numbers 
at the end of the present school term. 


So far so good, said Mr. Cox, but let no 
one imagine that they were satisfied. “The 
hundreds of vacancies, and the boys to fill 
them, were but a small proportion of the 
number the industry needs if it is to keep 
its craft strength at a proper ratio. “We 
want more vacanciés—many more vacancies 
—and we want many, many more boys to 
fill them,” he continued. 


“ Let me assure those youngsters who may 
be wondering where best to commit them- 
selves that the building trade offers a grand 
possibility to.the man who wants to work in 
the open air, and that opportunities of steady 
employment and of advancement are there 
for eyeryone with a will to learn and apply 
his craft.” 


Mr. BARKER, replying for the guests, ex- 
pressed his pleasure at being present at the 
meeting and his thanks for the many courte- 
sies he had received from all classes of the 
community during his visit to Britain. 

Mr. HuGH Casson said that he wanted to 
take the opportunity, the first he had had, 
to pay tribute to the contractors and -sub- 
contractors who had worked on the South 
Bank site. They had had to work in in- 


credible difficulties, and it was due to their 
loyalty and efficiency not only that the 
buildings were ready on time, but that they 
were so well built. The result was that in 
many ways it was the buildings that had 
Stolen the show. 
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To Entertain Lord Mayor 


The Lord Mayor, Alderman Sir Denys 
Lowson, Bart., has accepted the invitation 
of the Council of the London Master 
Builders’ Association to be their guest of 
honour at a luncheon in the Savoy Hotel on 
October 11 next. The president of the 
L.M.B.A., Mr. Dudley F. Cox, will preside. 


LAW REPORT 


Loss through Withdrawal of Work 


KiING’s BENCH DIVISION. 
BEFORE MR. JUSTICE SLADE, 


W. F. Marshall v. Barnes and Fitzpatrick 


A dispute between a builder and a sub- 
contractor came before Mr. Justice Slade 
in the King’s Bench Division on June 21. 
Messrs. W. F. Marshall, Ltd., the builders, 
of Stradbroke-grove, Buckhurst Hill, Essex, 
sued Messrs. Barnes and Fitzpatrick, a firm, 
of Bremner-avenue, Horley, Surrey, for dam- 
ages for breach of contract. 

Plaintiffs alleged that in April, 1950, the 
defendants agreed to carry out excavating 
and building work for them in contract with 
the Hornsey Borough Council and to pay 
the cost concerned with the operation of 
an excavator supplied by the plaintiffs. 
Defendants began work on April 20, but in 
breach of the contract stopped work and 
withdrew their men on May 27, which 
involved plaintiffs in a loss of £131 6s. 

It was alleged by the defendants that the 
plaintiffs did not pay them weekly sums justi- 
fied by the work done, to enable defendants 
to pay wages, etc. They made weekly pay- 
ments totalling £130, but work to the value 
of nearly £308 had been done by them to 
May 25, when plaintiffs refused to pay more 
than a further £15. Defendants claimed that 
this discharged them from the contract, and 
they withdrew their men. In a counter- 
claim defendants alleged that they. were 
entitled to £180 14s. Sd. for breach of con- 
tract and loss of profit. Plaintiffs, in reply, 
contended that the work done was worth no 
more than £145. 

Mr. Justice Slade gave judgment in favour 
of plaintiffs for £100 on their claim, and he 
also gave judgment in their favour on the 
counter claim. Plaintiffs would have the 
costs down to the date when a legal aid 
certificate was granted to the defendants in 
January, 1951, and the consideration of 
what costs should be allowed after that date 
was adjourned into chambers. 
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WE HAVE A FLOORING FOR’ ALL 
TYPES OF BUILDINGS & USAGES. 


OUR NATION-WIDE SERVICE FOR 
LAYING THE ABOVE FLOORING 
ALSO EXTENDED THROUGH OUR 
ASSOCIATE FIRMS. 


EDWARD STUART & CO. 


Manufacturers and Importers 
8 HOLBEIN PLACE, LONDON, S.W.1 
Telephone: Sloane 4065/4021 











RECRUITMENT OF 
APPRENTICES 


A Nation-wide Campaign 


“ON the basis of the Building Apprentite- 

ship and Training Council’s estimate 
of the industry’s requirements for the seven 
trades, there should be 110,000 apprentices 
now in training, but actually there are only 
88,000,” said Sir Georce GATER, G.C.M.G., 
K.C.B., D.S.O., chairman of the B.A.T.C., 
at its annual meeting on July 114. “If this 
gap is not filled,” he continued, “ it is inevit- 
able that with the heavy future demands on 
the building industry there will be in a few 
years’ time a shortage of skilled craftsmen.” 
He emphasised that under present conditions 
it took five years to convert an apprentice 
into a trained craftsman, and that the stimu- 
lus provided by the Apprentice Master 
Scheme was being withdrawn at the end of 
this year when the Scheme would be closed 
down. 

Pointing out the ways in which the 
Government and the industry could assist 
in local recruitment, Sir George said that the 
Government could help by assuring as far 
as possible continuity of building work 
generally so as to remove uncertainty regard- 
ing the future from the minds of builders. 
The Government could also assist materially 
by licensing in the areas where the need was 
greatest in larger variety and a higher quality 
of building work. The building of houses by 
itself did not provide adequate variety of 
training for apprentices. The regional con- 
sultative machinery of the Ministry enabled 
the leaders of the industry in each region to 
make their views known to the Ministry. 

The industry could assist, he continued, by 
a larger number of master builders showing 
willingness to take apprentices in order to 
create more openings. The operatives could 
give material assistance by playing a full 
part in the regions and local areas in carry- 
ing out all measures which might be 
approved to stimulate recruitment. 

The local education authorities had a large 
part to play in the provision of educational 
facilities. It was imperative that the industry 
regionally and locally should seek the col- 
laboration of the technical schools and 
colleges and of the youth service. 

In conclusion, Sir George said: “I cannot 
suggest too strongly my belief that the battle 
for recruitment in the building industry will 
be won or lost in each town or village. IF 
urge all of you who represent the industry 
to organise a nation-wide campaign on this 
basis.” 

Presenting the Certificates of Award to 
the six apprentices who had won scholar- 
ships to a University or Technical College, 
under the scheme sponsored by the B.A.T.C., 
the Rt. Hon. GeEorGE Brown, M_P., 
Minister of Works, said he thought that 
apprenticeship was the best possible way of 
entering the industry; 22,000 apprentices 
were required each year, he said, but at 
the present time we were not only failing 
to close the gap but were in fact falling 
behind. 

Referring to Sir George Gater’s remarks 
on licensing a higher quality of building 
work, Mr. Brown said the problem there 
was that if the scope of the programme 
was increased it would automatically be 
reduced in terms of the number of houses 
completed. He agreed, -however, that they 
should make it attractive and bring in as 
much variety as was possible. He concluded 
by paying tribute to the Apprentice Master 
Scheme, and said it had done a great job. 


H* 
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LANSBURY EXHIBITION 


Reduced Admission Charges 


For the benefit of students and other 

‘groups who have a special interest in 
modern building, architecture, town-planning, 
and socielogy’ the Festival of Britain 
authorities have decided to offer tickets for 
the Exhibition of Architecture at Lansbury, 
Poplar, at the reduced rate of Is. per ticket 
to purchasers of 20 tickets or more. The 
price of an ordinary single ticket is 1s. 6d. 
The price for children, aged from 5 to 15, 
remains 9d. whether by single or group pur- 
chase. 


The sole selling agency for these groups 
of tickets is the Manager, Festival Exhibi- 
tion, East India Dock-road, E.14. | Orders 
sent by post should be accompanied by 
remittances. 


Organised parties are welcome and, on 
prior notification, every endeavour will be 
made to provide guides for them. But tickets 
purchased under the group scheme can be 
used by individuals on any days they choose. 
The exhibition is open from noon to 8 p.m. 
on weekdays and from 12.30 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
on Sundays, 


The whole neighbourhood of Lansbury 
marks the first stage in the reconstruction 
of Greater London under the London 
County Council plan. The buildings, some 
of which are in course of actual construction, 
comprise ftats, churches, houses, schools, 
shops and a market place. The* old and 
new Poplar can be seen side by side. Access 
to the neighbourhood is entirely free. Other 
special attractions are the rebuilt Holy Trinity 
Church, the show house and show flat, the 
Susan Lawrence schools, the old peoples 
home, the Festival Inn and the Market 
Place, 


The Festival enclosure for which the 
charge is made contains two exhibition 
pavilions, one on town planning and the 
other on building research. The main empha- 
sis is on the application of the latest methods 
for the better housing of the people. Admis- 
sion into the enclosure gives admission also 
into the show house and show flat mentioned 
above. 


How To GET TO LANSBURY 


River Buses.——Disembark at West India 
Dock Pier: thence by No. 56 bus. 

Underground.—Travel by District Line to 
Aldgate East and. then by bus numbers 15, 
23, 23A, or 40, or by trolley bus numbers 
565, 567, 569 or 665 or travel by Central 
Line to Mile End and then by bus number 
106 or by trolley bus number 677. 

Buses from City .and West End.—Nos. 
15, 23, and 23A. 

By road.—From the west along Commer- 
@ial-road. From the east along East India 
Dock-road. A tall crane acts as a landmark 
for the exhibition. 


N.J.C. Working Rules 


The National Joint Council for the Build- 
ing Industry, 11, Weymouth-street, W.1, has 
published, in booklet form, the National 
‘Working Rules for the Building Industry, 
‘as at June 11 last. In a foreword to the 
‘booklet it is pointed out that although the 
National Working Rules lay down the prin- 
ciples governing the terms and conditions 
of employment in all sections of the build- 
ing industry in England and Wales, there 
are numerous regional and area variations 
and additions. 
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LONDON UNIVERSITY 
Grant of £250,000 by L.C.C. Proposed 


The London County Council was asked 
on July 17 to approve a recommendation of 
the Education Committee for a grant of 
£250,000, subject to certain conditions, to 
the Senate of the University of London, who 
are negotiating for the acquisition of seven 
blocks of property adjoining the university 
site for the purpose of creating a precinct, 
as envisaged in the County of London De- 
velopment Plan. The estimated cost is 
£1,750,000 and the Senate have asked the 
council for a capital grant of £350,000 to- 
wards the expenditure. 


Although the committee are not prepared 
to recommend a grant of this amount they 
suggest that the relationship between the 
council as the local education authority and 
the university, and the fact that the project 
represents an important feature of the 
County of London Development Plan, justify 
a grant of £250,000 on condition that the 
university undertakes that if it should sub- 
sequently be decided not to proceed with the 
development for university purposes of block 
“A,” the grant will be repaid to the council. 
It is hoped that the balance of the expendi- 
ture required by the university may be 
obtained from the Treasury, or from other 
local education authorities in the Home 
Counties. 


Houses for Canberra 


H. Newsum, Sons. and Co., Ltd., Lincoln, 
announce that they have recently signed a 
contract with the Commonwealth Govern- 
ment for the supply of a further 600 factory- 
made houses to the Australian capital. 
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FLOOR Nomtes 


@ Seasoned Oak 


@ Cheaper than any other 
Hardwood floor 


i Available now 


ONSITE FLOORING CO. 


12, Wigmore Place, W.1 
Langham 2256 


and from:— 

Broad & Co. Ltd., London 

Bruce Martyn Ltd. 

R. W, Brooke & Co. Ltd., Liverpool 

J. P. Corry & Co. Ltd., Belfast 

J. P. Corry & Co. Ltd.,-Dublin 

Coventry Tile Co. Ltd., Coventry 

Edcol Ltd., Wolverhampton 

Flortile Ltd., Newcastle 

Holmes (Norwich) Ltd. 

Jaconello Ltd., London, Manchester, 
Birmingham, Reading, Cardiff 

Leeds Floorcraft Co., Leeds 

Macdougall & Son Ltd., Glasgow 

National Flooring Co., Lincoln 

South Western Flooring Co. Ltd., 
Totnes, 
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U.N. TIMBER SURVEY 


“No Cause for Alarm ” 


WHILE the probable import demand in 

Europe for sawn softwood is likely 
to continue active in 1951, the supply out- 
look gives no cause for alarm, according 
to a report published in Geneva by the 
secretariats of the United Nations Economic 
Commission for Europe and the Food and 
Agriculture Organisation. The supply situa- 
tion of pit props and pulpwood, however, 
appears more serious. 


Imports of sawn softwood by the Euro- 
pean countries, taken together, are expected 
to increase this year over imports in 1950, 
the ECE/FAO Quarterly Timber Bulletin * 
states. It explains that circumstances seem 
to point especially to the possibility of 
increased European imports from Canada 
and the United States, and perhaps also from 
the Soviet Union, in order to cover the 
deficit in European supplies. 


As regards prices of sawn softwood, it is 
generally believed that the upward trend 
might have reached its climax during the 
first half of this year, both exporters and 
importers appearing to have become some- 
what less eager and more circumspect. 


The bulletin states that the strong demand 
for mechanical and chemical pulp has not 
yet shown any sign of diminishing; it is, 
therefore, likely that the demand for pulp- 
wood will remain active in the months to 
come. Thus the competition between pit- 
prop and pulpwood uses for small-size 
roundwood seems likely to continue. 


Besides country-by-country timber market 
analyses, the bulletin contains statistics for 
1950, compared to previous years. These 
reveal that 18 European countries produced 
6,378,400 standards of sawn softwood last 
year, compared with 6,442,800 in 1949 and 
5,551,400 in 1948. 


Eleven European countries exported 
2,726,500 standards of sawn softwood during 
1950, against 2,209,800 in 1949. Sixteen 
European countries imported 2,439,700 
standards of sawn softwood in 1950, com- 
pared with 2,401,300 in 1949. Stocks of 
sawn softwood in 14 European countries 
dropped to 1,233,800 standards on January 1, 
1951, from levels of 1,611,300 on the same 
date in 1950 and 1,463,200 on January. 1, 
1949, the bulletin states, 


STEEL PRIORITY SCHEME 
Government Urged Not to Delay 


Mr. STEPHEN Hupson, president of the 
National Federation of Building Trades 
Employers, speaking at the half-yearly meet- 
ing of the Northern Counties Federation at 
Sunderland on July 17, said:— 


“Builders are finding it more-and more 
difficult to get steel even for the most essen- 
tial jobs. I hope, therefore, that the 
Government will announce, without further 
delay, details of the preliminary scheme pro- 
viding for the use of symbols which was out- 
lined some time ago by the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer. 


_ “Whilst this will not increase production 
it should ensure that the building industry 
gets a fairer share than at present of what 
is produced. Builders should not be forced 
to go into the black market for their 
materials.” 





* The “‘ Timber Statistics Quarterly Bulletin,” including 
Market Reports for 1949 and 1950, Vol. III, No. 4, 
is available from H.M. Stationery Office and booksellers, 
136 pages, 3s. 9d. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Speed Limit for Heavy Vehicles 

The prospect of getting the speed limit for 
heavy goods vehicles raised from the existing 
20 m.p.h. to 30 m.p.h. is‘ now “ good,” 
according to the annual report for 1951 of 
the British Road Federation, Limited. The 
report states that “a great deal of work has 
been done by the Federation during the year 
to break down opposition to this measure.” 


A Useful Year Book 

The South-Western Region of the Federa- 
tion of Master Builders, 1, St. Paul’s-road, 
Bristol 8, have issued their Year Book, 1951, 
a volume containing nearly 400 pages packed 
with facts concerning building operations, 
the workings of the Central Land Board, 
useful addresses, wage rates, list of members, 
and other information of interest to those 
engaged in the building industry. 


Specialists and Sub-Contractors 

The Council of the Federation of Associa- 
tions of. Specialists and Sub-Contractors 
announce that at a meeting held on July 5 
the National Employers’ Federation of the 
Mastic Asphalt Industry. (21, John Adam- 
street, W.C.2) and the Master Sign Makers’ 
Association (2, Aberdeen Park, Highbury, 
N.5) were elected Associate Members of the 
Federation. 


A Guide to the Building Industry 

Intended as a guide for those~ interested 
in. all phases of architecture and building 
and to provide, in concise form, details 
of the societies and other organisations 
which are in any way concerned with build- 
ing, “ Architecture, Building, Allied Profes- 
sions and Industries ” has been issued by the 
Building Centre, 9, Conduit-street, London, 


W. The booklet is obtainable free on 


application. 


International Lighting Review 

The latest number of the “ International 
Lighting Review ” lives up to its name in the 
wide range of subjects dealt with in a 
number of different countries. Among the 
subjects. illustrated and technically des- 
cribed are the lighting of a greyhound 
racing track at Taunton, an Amsterdam 
store, a-fountain in Johannesburg, a sluice 
on the Seine and the National Theatre, 
Reykjavik, to mention but a selection. The 
publication contains a number of fine 
photographs, excellently reproduced, of 
which that of the floodlit Cologne Cathedral 
is perhaps the most outstanding. The pub- 
lishers are Stichting Prometheus, P.O. Box 


-7048, Amsterdam, Netherlands. Six num- 


bers appear yearly in English, French, 
German, Spanish and Italian. 


Outdoor Advertisements in Durham 


The Minister of Local Government and 
Planning, Mr. Hugh Dalton, has informed 
Durham City Coificil that he has decided to 
make the areas in the city in which there 
will be special control over outdoor advertise- 
ments larger than those agreed between the 
Council and the Outdoor Advertising Indus- 
try Advisory Committee. The letter con- 
veying Mr. Dalton’s decision points out that 


‘ he considers the “proper protection of 
‘Durham’s unique amenities” depends not 


only on safeguarding the views of the 
Cathedral, the Castle and the University, but 
also on keeping free from advertisements, 
which might strike a discordant note, the 
“streets through which these culminating 
features have to be approached over rising 
ground.” 


THE BUILDER 


Houses for Armament Workers ' 


Although supported by the Ministry of 
Supply, an application to Southport Cor- 
poration for houses to be ailocated to “ key * 
men engaged on rearmament contracts has 
been .rejected by the corporation. South- 
port has 1,500 names on its waiting list, but 
it is suggested the Ministry might induce the 
appropriate Government department to 
grant building licences to the company con- 
cerned so that they could provide their own 
houses for their workers. 


A.B.T. Clerks of Works Examination 


The_ Association of Building Technicians 
have announced that the following candi- 
dates were successful in the diploma examina- 
tion for clerks of works, held in London 
and Glasgow in May last:—Messrs, D. 
Bradford (Coventry); T. B; . Coleman 
(Wishaw); F. G. Davis (Portland); C. McC, 
Forbes (Hamilton); J. Gillespie (Billingham); 
S. P. Johnson (Tanganyika); H. Stubbs 
(London); A. Sutcliffe (Nelson); F. G. Wing 
(Gosport). 


Concrete’s Agricultural Uses 

Concrete in its various forms was used 
very extensively in the various farm build- 
ings exhibited at the recent Royal Agricul- 
tural Show, at Cambridge. A set of farm 
buildings known as “Electricity Farm,” 
used by the Electrical Development Asso- 
ciation and the Eastern Electricity Board 
to demonstrate the use of electricity on the 
farm also showed the wide range of concrete 
construction and fittings available for use 
in agriculture. Further details of the farm 
buildings in concrete at the Royal Show are 
contained in a booklet, “ Farm Buildings 
and Road Construction,” published by the 
Cement and Concrete Association, 52, 
Grosvenor-gardens, S.W.1. 
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Employment in Building Industry 

During. ‘May. there .was an increase of 
5,000 in the number of persons employed 
in the building and contracting industries in 
Great Britain, bringing the total up to 
1,435,000, according to figures issued by the 
Ministry.of Labour and National Service. 
In the same month the total working popula- 
tion increased by 20,000 (all women), 


Training for Management 

“Training in Supervision and Manage- 
ment,” a paper by A. M. B. Rule and D. H. 
Bramley given in 1950 to the psychology 
section of the British Association, has been 
reprinted in booklet form by the Industrial 
Administration Group, Department of In- 
dustrial Administration, College of Tech- 
nology, Birmingham, price 2s. 


Manx Housing Progress 

From the end of the war up to the end 
of June, 1,658 new houses have been built 
in the Isle of Man—977 by private enter- 
pries and 681 by public and local authori- 
ties. The Isle of Man Local Government 
Board express great concern at the con- 
tinued increase in: building sosts, and it is 
reported that*a technical committee is con- 
sidering how to effect economies in construc- 
tion, design and layout. 


Laboratory Furnace 

In a report of the Industrial Gas Develop- 
ment Committee recently issued by the Gas 
Council, 1, Grosvenor-place, S.W.1, details are 
given of a high temperature laboratory fur- 
nace having internal dimensions of 4 in. dia- 
meter by 8in.long. This small laboratory muffle 
furnace, made by the South Eastern Gas 
Board, was designed to reach 1,500 degrees 
centigrade quickly for a local firm desiring 
to test samples of brick. 


Houses for W.D, Personnel 

Chester housing committee is proposing 
to issue building licences to childless couples 
in the proportion of one in ten of the total 
licences available. They are also opposed 
to a request by the Ministry of Local Gov- 
ernment and Planning that they should 
assist in obtaining houses for War Office 
personnel transferred to Chester; The Min- 
istry suggested that an additional allocation 
might be made to meet the case, but the 
housmg committee has expressed the view 
that they cannot build houses for special 
employees while they have 3,152 applicants 
for houses still on their waiting list. The 
committee is submitting an amended scheme 
to the Ministry whereby tenants of Corpora- 
tion houses might be allowed to buy them 
if they desire. 


Powered Hand Tools 

Three new advisory leaflets (Stationery 
‘Office, 2d. each) in the Mimistry of Works 
series tell the builder what powered hand 
tools are available to help speed his work, 
and give advice to the operative on how 
to use and look after them. “Powered 
Hand Tools No. 1—Electric Tools. For 
Woodworking,” describes the saw, the plane, 
the houser, the router, the chisel mortizer. 
“Powered Hand Tools No, 2—Powered Tools 
For All Trades,” deals with both electric and 
pneumatic types; the drill, hammer, sander, 
grinder, screwdriver and nut. runner. 
“Powered Hand Tools No, 3,—Maintenance 
and Safety Precautions,” gives the operative 
guidance in day-to-day use of both electric 
and pneumatic tools. It includes a table 
showing various operations, trade by trade, 
and the powered tools and accessories which 
can be used to perform them. 
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INCREASING THE BUILDING 
INDUSTRY’S OUTPUT 

A Realistic Approach Urged 
Me. F. W. P. ROBERTS, chairman of the 

South Wales Regional Council of the 
Federation of Master Builders, speaking at 
the half-annual general meeting of the South 
Wales Region at Cardiff on July 16, said 
that forward-looking master builders and 
building trade operatives throughout the 
country were thinking hard for ways in 
which the rate of output in the industry 
could be increased. The report of the 
Working Party set up by the Government 
to inquire into the building industry sug- 
gested that one of the things that was neces- 
sary to achieve increased output was a 
settled building programme and policy. 

“ Since che war there have been continual 
choppings and changes in Government policy 
which have been a deterrent to proper for- 
ward planning,” Mr. Roberts continued. “ It 
is necessary, particularly when a nation has 
a defence programme to cope with, that all 
the best brains in our industry should be 
concentrated on getting buildings up more 
cheapiy and more quickly. 

“TI am disappointed to note that many 
responsible trade union leaders in the build- 
ing industry are still indulging in fantastic 
wishful thinking about nationalisation plans 
for the building industry, instead of concen- 
trating their efforts on getting harder work 
from their members. The time of the recent 
conference of the National Federation of 
Building Trades Operatives was taken up in 
discussing the hypothetical plans for compen- 
sating master builders in the event of a 
hypothetical nationalisation. That nationali- 
sation does not necessarily mean increased 
efficiency has already been conclusively 
proved from the industries that have been 
taken over by the State. I am glad, there- 
fore, that such a leading figure in the trade 
union world as Mr. Arthur Deakin recog- 
nised only recently that it is not the paper 
plan that matters but the spirit—the will to 
work. This is particularly true of the build- 
ing industry, where efficient working comes 
from complete co-operation on the job be- 
tween the building owner, the architect, the 
engineer, the master builder, and the opera- 
tives. This is an intensely personal thing, 
and I can conceive of no industry which 
would be so completely wrecked by State 
ownership as that of building.” 

Mr. Roberts went on to speak of the 
difficulties of the smaller property owners 
up and down the country who were finding 
it impossible, because of rent restrictions, to 
keep their property in good repair; this was 
particularly true to-day, when building costs, 
through no fault of the master builders, 
were shooting up so rapidly. 

“This year we are told we are going to 
be allowed to build 200,000 houses. This 
target is woefully inadequate, and it is 
rendered all the more inadequate because 
houses that could be kept in good condition 
are not being repaired and maintained 
properly because owners simply cannot 
afford it. Thus the wastage rate of houses 
is very nearly equal’ to the completion rate 
of new houses,” he added. 


D.S.LR. Publications 


Publications of the Department of Scien- 
tific and Industrial Research are the subject 
oo” Government Publications: Sectional List 
No. 3,” obtainable from H.M. Stationery 
Office, or through any bookseller. The list 
includes a number of publications on build- 
ing research. 


THE BULDER 


TRADE NEWS 


A Display of Tiling 

Richard Tiles, Ltd., Tunstall, Stoke-on- 
Trent, have recently opened new showrooms 
at their London offices, Grand Buildings 
(Rooms 333-337, Third Floor), Trafalgar- 
square, W.C.2. On show is a new display 
of wall and floor tiling. 


New Cable Trunking System 

A cable trunking system which combines 
simplicity of installation with the maximum 
flexibility of distribution is now available 
from The General Electric Co., Ltd., for use 
in machine shops, workshops, etc., where the 
total power consumption does not exceed 
100 amps. per phase. Fused tap-off units 
can be fitted at any point from which con- 
nection has to be taken to a machine, so that 
even when changes are made in the shop 





Asection of cable trunking showing the special 
terminal block and method of connection to 
fused tap-off unit. 


layout the units can be shifted so as still to 
be adjacent to the machines they control. 


To tap off from the V.I.R. cables in the 
trunking at any point, a special terminal 
block which enables the main cable to be 
tapped without cutting is fitted inside the 
trunking. It is only necessary to remove 
the insulation from the cable and secure 
it with the special terminal on the block. 
The trunking is drilled at this point, and a 
fused tap-off unit is fitted and wired to the 
terminal block. Connection to the machine 
is made by cable from the tap-off unit. All 
fixing can be carried out after positions for 
the machines have been chosen. 
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THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 
NEW BUILDINGS 


Aboyne.—Plans to be prepared for new primar. 
county school, estimated to cost £55,000, for whi 
the architect is Mr. George A. Mitchell, F.R.I.B.A., 
1, West Craibston-st., West End, ‘Aberdeen. 

Culter—Plans to be prepared for extension to 
public school, a to cost £56,000, for yo 
the architect ig Mr. A. N. Stewart, F.R.1.B.A., 
Union-st., Aberdeen. 

Forfar.—Corporation to erect about 100 houses at 

ueen and South-sts. The architect is Mr. Alexan- 

er ©. Mitchell, F.R.I.B.A., Municipal Offices, 
Forfar, Angus. 

Glasgow.—Plans 1” Bs ne ared for new build- 
ings for Messrs. enzie and Partners, 

td., at Balmore- ie Lomand-t.. Possil Park. 
The architect is Mr. Robert Bruce, 121, West 
Regent-st., Blythswood, Glasgow, W.C.2 

Glasgow.—Pians to be prepared for Government’s 
new office buildings at Muirhouse-st., Pollockshaws- 
rd., and for which the architectural staff, St. 
Andrew’s House, Calton Hill, Edinburgh, are re- 
sponsible. 

Glasgow.—Plans to be prepared for new garage 
to be erected at 313 and 325, Forge-st., Garngad- 
rd., St. Rollax, for which the architect is Mr. 
George §&. Lawrie, 1, Lockhart-st., Stromsay, 
Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans in hand for alterations and addi- 
oo at the Glasgow Sailors’ Home, Broomielaw, 
and at James Watt-st., for which the architects 
are Messrs. Launcelot H. Ross and Partners, F. 
& A.R.ILB.A., 79, West Regent-st., Blythswood, 
Glasgow, W.C.2 

Inverness. —County Planning and Development 
oe, goproved plan by Lt.-Col. Alexander Cullen, 

R.1I.B.A., The Castle, nee, for small town- 
jo at Inshes, comprisin houses, together 
with a school and police s silee: 

Lanarkshire.—C.C. to have plans prepared for 
new Catholic school to be erected on a Blantyre 
site. The architect is Mr. William Watt, F.R.I.B.A., 
Albert-rd., Motherwell-Wishaw. 

Stirlingshire. —Plans to be Bae! for the erec- 
tion of 100 houses at Falkirk, for which the 
council’s architect is Mr. A. C. M. Cassell, 
A.R.I.B.A.. Municipal-chbrs., Falkirk. 

Stirlingshire.—Health Department have approved 
plans for a Grangemouth shopping centre, esti- 
mated to cost £15,000, for which the Council archi- 
tect is Mr. J. C. Wallace, F.R.1.B.A., Municipal- 
chbrs., Grangemouth. 


FUTURE . 
CONSTRUCTION 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 


Full details of Public Appointments open will 
be found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included 
in this list see previous issues. hose with an 
asterisk are advertised in this number. The dates 
at the heads of paragraphs are those for the gub- 
mission of tenders; a dagger (t+) denotes closing 
date for applications; the name and address at the 
end refer to the person from whom particulars may 


be obtained. 
BUILDING 


JULY 23, 
tWindsor R.D.C.—Flats and/or houses in con- 
nection with development of Straight-rd., Old 
Windsor, ey (two sections). Sainsbury & Chamber- 
lain, L./F. R.I.B.A., architects, 14, Cross-st., Read- 
ing, Berks. Dep, £2 2s, each section. Tenders by 
August 20. 
25. 


JULY 

*tNorth Riding C.C.—26 police houses on ten 
various sites. County Architect, Northallerton. 
Dep. £2 2s. each contract. 

“Redcar B.C.—Erection of two blocks of four 
shops and maisonettes at ye ‘ae B.E., Muni- 
cipal-bldgs., Redcar. Dep. £5 

JULY " 

_*Barnet U.D.C.—Extension to garage accommoda- 
tion, vehicle repair depot, Mays-la. E. & S., 
Ravenscroft House, Wood-st. 

*tLeeds Regional Hospital Board.—Alterations to 
greund floor. Southmoor Hospital, _Hemsworth. 
Architect to Board, Park-parade, Harrogate. Dep. 


£2 2s. Tenders by August 27. 


JULY 28. 
+Bath T.C.—Erection of superstructure of New- 
ony jnr. sch. Humphrey . Goldsmith, 
ae LB.A., architect, 18, Gay-st., Bath. Dep. 
JULY 30, 


*tBirmingham T.C.—Erection of 24 flats and 1¢ 
maisonettes at Brunswick-rd., Gladstone-rd. aad 
Farm-rd., Sparbrook. H. J Manzoni, a E. 

Civic Centre, Birmingham, 1. Dep. £2 

*tCardiganshire C.C.—Erection of wae infants” 
schoo:, Cardigan. + gant A., .County Hall, 
Aberayron. Dep. 

Rd Vale (Mon.) *u. D.C.—11 pairs of houses, 

pe “C,” and four pairs type ‘-E,” Tredegar-rd. 
sie. Architect, District Council "Offices. Dep. 

3 3g 











*Wan 


*Bexh 
Geldard 


*Berk 
at Ald 
Rrighty 
Reading 


*Chin 
rd. B.] 
*Littl 
pavilion 
shelter, 
E. & 8. 


*Mark 
Kipps ( 
*York 
Acomb. 
Dep. £ 


*Barn 
Alexand 


*Cami 
housing 


Walth: 
Billet-rd 









Suly "26 “1951. 


“*tEteon &.D.0.—36 dwellings and road’ works. 
Rix & Bis: architects, High-st., Burnham, Bucks. 
Dep: '£3 3s. each scheme. 

*+Heston and Isleworth Boro.’—34 and 33 dwel- 
lings on ry sites in Wellington-rd. South, Houns-: 
low: F. Hilton, B.E. & 8., 88, Lampton- rd., 
Hounslow: “Dep. £3 3s 

*tMiddlesex. ©.6.—Oonversion of “ Swaylands,”’ 
Penshurst, Kent, for use as a residential special 
school.: Chief Education Officer, 10, Gt. George-st., 
Westminster, S.W.1. Dep. £2 2s. ‘Tenders by 
October 2. 

Newcastle-under-Lyme R.D.C.—Erection of eight 
pairs of houses at Wereton, emer. A. P. Lovatt, 

6, King-st:, Newcastle. Dep. 

’ Rochdale C.B_—Alterations e Baillie-st. school. 
BS., Town Hall. 

JULY 31. 


*tisle of Ely C©.C.—Erection of four flats at 
Kastrea-rd., Whittlesey. County A., County Hall, 
March, Cambs. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by August 29. 

AUGUST 2. 

Clun R.D.C.—16 houses and ancillary works on 
the Lydham honsing scheme. . Risfrict Council 
Offices, The Square, Bishop’s Castle. Dep. £2 2s. 

AUGUST 3. 

*tNorthamptenshire Standing Joint Committe>.— 
Police houses on nine varions sites. J. Alan Turner, 
Clerk, County ete Northampton. 


UGUST 6. 

Macclesfield R: oe. eirevies- of 10 bungalows at 
Poynton. Midwav. and eight houses at Celford. H. 
Chadwick, 19, King Edward-st., Macclesfield. Dep. 
£2 28. foreach sife. 

Strood R.D.C.—Eicht houses at Bells-la., Hoo. 


m. & S.. Council Offices. Frindsbury Hill, Strood. 
Dep. £5 5s. 

Wrexham B.C —54 dwellings at Queen’s Park 
estate. B.E. & S., 31, Chester-st., Wrexham. Dep. 
£2 2s. 

AUGUST 


*tChester T.C.—106 houses - the Blacon honsing 
estate, contract No. 3/106. City E. & S.; Municipal 
Offices, 43, Northgate-st., Chester. 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne C.C.—78 houses and flats on 
section “H” of the Montagu housing estate. 
City A., 18, Cloth-market, Newcastle-upon-Tvne, 1. 

Ouvensbury <y Shelf U.D.C.—18 houses, Cockhill 
estate, Shelf. E. & S. Dep. £2 2s. 

AUGUST 3. 

*Wandsworth B.C.—Erection of war memorials in 

brick and stone at three cemeteries. B.E. & A. 
AUGUST 9. 

*Bexhill Boro.’—32 honses. Southlands-rd. housing 
site. A. E. Geldard. B.S. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Rugby B.C.—24 flats and ten bungalows, Deep- 
more-rd.. Overstade estate. B.S.. Burford House, 
Church Walk, Rugby. Dep. £5 5s. 

AUGUST 10. 

*Bexley B.C —Frection of 143 dwellings at Hurst- 

pl. estate. BE. West Lodge, Broadway, 


Bexlevheath. Dep. £5 5s. 

Billingham U.D.C.—9% houses, Roseberry-rd. site 
No. 4. Kitching & Co., 21, Albert-rd., Middles- 
brongh.. Den. £2 2s. 

*Bootie C.B.—12 dwe!l'ngs, Sterrix-la. site (south 
of canal). BS. Dep. £2 2s. 

AUGUST 13. 

Canvey Island U.D.C.—Two h'ocks A six houses 

each, Long-rd. site. E. & S. one 1s. 
AUGUST 1 

* Bexhill Boro,’ *— Alterations % town hall. A. E. 

Geldard, B.E. & S. Dep. £2 sg 


AUGUST 1 
' *Berkshire C.C.—Erection an ta) two police houses 
at Aldermaston, and (b) two police houses at 
Rrightwell. County A., Wilton House, Parkside-rd., 
Reading. Dep. £2 2s. "each og 
AUGUST 
*Chingford B.C.—Erection of eight flats, Sinclair- 
rd. B.E.. Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s 
“Littlehampton U.D.C.— Erection of (1) 
pavilion, The Green; (2) yacht control tower and 
shelter, Promenade: and (3) shelter, Mewsbrook. 
E. & S., Council Offices. Dep. £3 3s. 
AUGUST 20. , 
*Market Harborough R. nage _ponses. E. J. 
Kipps (L.), 42, High-st. Dep. £ 
*York T_C.—Frection of old eens hostel at 
ie City Engineer and Architect, Guildhall. 


Dep 
UGUST 23. 
*Barnes Born’.— Ant ons yA seven properties, 
Alexandra-rd., S.W.14. B.E. & S. 


AUGUST 24, 

*Camberwell B.C.—Erection of 12 houses on 
housing site No. 52 (Danby-st. and Avondale-rise). 
John Grey & ‘Partner, aera, 17, Buckingham- 
st., Strand, W.C.2. Dep. £2 2s 

*Fife C.C.—Erection of five new schools. 
Gentles & Son. chartered quantity 
Central-chbrs.; High-st., Kirkcaldy. 
*West Riding Standing Joint Committece.—Police 
houses in seven groups, County Architect, 


sports 


James 
surveyors, 


Perna Westfield-rd., Wakefield. Dep. 
AUGUST 25. 
Ripley U.D.C.— Public conveniences at Heage 
and Ambergate. H. Hillier, * ae Dep. £2 2s. 
AUGUST 
tow B.C.—22 onote at Bulls Fatm, 


Walthamst 
Billet-rd. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. 





THE SUILDER 


SEPTEMBER 3 
*West Riding of Yorkshire €.0.—Erectién of (a) 
Todmorden new technical school and county co‘lege, 


and (b) Saddleworth Delph county primary school. 
ones Hy A:, “ Bishopgorth,” Westfield-rd., Wakefield. 


. each contract. 


TE. E 
houses overlooking 


NO DA 
*Horley.—Compieting 12 
Richardson, 57, Goldsmith- 


Horley Station. W. H. 
ave., Acton, W.3. 


*Worcestershire C.C.—Erection of first instalment 
of new Stourport Secondary Modern school. ard 
Voisey, chartered quantily surveyor, 718, Chester- 
d., Erdington, Birmingham, 23. Dep. £2 2s, 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


JULY 30. 

*Chigwell U.D.C.—Repainting of 160 houses on 
the River. estate in Loughton and Buckhurst Hill. 
Housing Manager, Council Offices, Old Station-rd., 
Loughton, Essex. 

AUGUST 1. 

*Croydon ©.B.—External painting 15 

Boro’ Valuer, 71, Park-la. Dep. £1 1s. 


AUGUST 24. 

*Fife C.C.—Hlectrical installation of five new 
schools.. James Gentles & Son, chartered quantity 
surveyors, Central-chbrs., High-st., Kirkcaldy. 

*Fife C,C.—Heating and domestic hot water 
instalation of five new schools. James Gentles & 
Son, chartered quantity surveyors, Central-chbrs., 
High-st., Kirkcaldy. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER ee 
JUL 


*Peterborough 7.0 Boake and sewage work. 
City E. Dep. £2 2s. 


houses. 


JULY 30. 
Ceiriog R.D.C.—Roads, sewers and water mains 
at Rhosywaen, Chirk, No. 2 housing site. R. W. 
Aubrey, ‘Surveyor, Council Offices, Chirk, nr. Wrex- 
ham. Dep. 2 

Ellesmere dh ‘U. D.C.—Repair and improvement 
of county roads in the urban district. E. & S., 
Queens-st., Ellesmere Port. Dep. £1 1s. 

Grantham B.C.—Resurfacing Sieg sq. yds. of 
carriageway within the borough. BS., Guildha’l. 
Dep. £1 1s. 

Horsham U.D.C.—Resurfacing of Worthing road— 
A.24. John P. Ridd, B.Sc., A.M.Inst.C.E., E. & S., 
Council Offices, Horsham Park. Horsham. 


JULY 31. 
Royton U.D.C.—Roads, sewers and surface water 
drainage on the Birchi =_— housing site. S., Town 
Hall, Royton. Dep. £2 


AUGUST 4. 
Bebbington B.C.—Reconstruction of Peter Price’s- 
la. as an extension of Stanton-rd. B.E. & § 
Brackenwood, Higher Bebbington. 











PLAN NEW BUILDINGS 
FOR EFFICIENCY— 


MODERNISE OLD ONES WITH. 
KING SLIDING DOOR GEAR 


HEN you specify sliding door gear, 

bear in mind the precision engineering 
that makes KING door gear so easy to 
operate through its long, trouble-free life, 
The ‘plus’ features that give it its silky- 
smooth action are the product of long 
experience, They have been proved in 
thousands of installations large and small. 
Find out more about the wide range and 
varied applications of KING door fittings 
—send for illustrated booklets and the 
name of your nearest stockist. 








SLIDING DOOR GEAR 


WRITE FOR ILDUSTRATED BOOKLET TO: 


KING LTD., 202 WORKS, HITCHIN, 
TEL.: HITCHIN 960 


GEO. W. HERTS. 





a "houses. 


103° 


rn 


C.B.—Surfacing ‘ of 
Boro’ E., Crossley-st., 


‘Bradford 
Halifax. 


road 
Dep. £2. 


AUGUST 13. 

Welwyn Garden City U.D.C.—Water mains and 
services, south-eastern development area. E. & 
S. Dep. £2 2s 

AUGUST 17, 

Leicester T.C.—Kerbing, footways, oo and 
open ngeces, 1 a and Lodge estate. ‘City 8 , Town 
Hall. 

AUGUST 25, 
Gipping R.D.C.—Bramford sewerage. emon & 
Westminster, 8.W.1, Dep. 


Blizard, 59, ware 
£3 3a. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Brixton.—Site ror Scuoor.—L,C.C. Ed. Com. pro- 
pose the acquisition of the site of the Stockwell 
Orphanage on which to erect a high school for 1,500 
girls. 

Fulham,—F.ats.—L.C.C, Housing Com. have 
approved a hh prepared by Cachemaille-Day & 
Partners, F. & A-R.I.B.A., 1, Port Hill. Hertford, 
for 40 flats, 20 pram ‘sheds; "etc., on the Edith Villas 
(No. 2) 8: ‘te. 

islington,—Site ror Scnoou.—L.C.C. Ed. Com. 
have, approved in princip’e an extension to about 
1.0% acres of the existing site of St. Mark’s C-E. 
primary school, on which to rebuild the school. 

Islington. —ACQUISITION OF Premises.—L.C.C. have 
approved proposals for the acquisition of premises 
at Holloway-rd. to provide add‘tional accommoda- 
tion for the Northern Polytechnic. 

Lambeth.—AppoinTMENT:—Housing Com. recom- 
mend that Collins, Melvin & Partners, 21. Russell- 
sq., W.C.1,. should submit preliminary sketch pans 
for the development of Nos. 59-62, Kay-rd., Nes. 
12-18, Kay-rd., Nos. 18-26, Edithna-st., and Nos. 1-9, 
Prideaux-rd. 

Lewisham.—FLATs AND GARAGES. —B.C. has made 
no objection to amended plan submitted by J. A. H. 
Kennedy, 6, Eldon-st., E.C.2, for six flats with 
garages at rear at s: ‘te Nos. 810, Longton-gr. 

Lewisham.—Bvus Station, Etc.—London Transport 
Executive propose to erect bus station and tea bar 
on west side of of. Baring-rd. B.C. has approved in 
principle. 

Lewisham.—Scnoo..—B.C. has received notice 
from L.C.O. of the intention of that council to pro- 
vide a new county prim. sch. in the Honor Oak-rd. 
rea. 

; Lewisham.—Conversion.—Rotary Club of London 
Housing Society, Ltd., propose purchasing “Old 
Cedars ”” Hotel, Lawrie Park-rd. and converting it 
into an old people’s home. 

tothe cg —Hovses.—B.C. approved proposals 
for erection ef 16 higher income group houses at 
Highams Park. Plans by Boro’ A 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Alnwick.—R.D.C. has received planning approval 
{n respect of 12 houses to be erected at Glanton. 


Council’s A., T. J. Cahill, Lloyds Bank-chbrs., 
Inwick. 
Alnwick. nc. approved plans for offices, 


Atlantic-st., for H. W. Kearns & Co., Ltd. Archi- 
tect, Brazier & Hartington, Altrincham. —Switch- 
gear & Cowans, Ltd., Trafford Park, Manchester, 
propose new factory, Barlow-rd. 

Ambliecote.—U. DL. propose erection of 48 flats 
on site between Collis-st. and Box Hill. 
Ashton-under-Lyne.—Lancs C.C. a 
ciple erection of new div. police 
house, Jowetts Walk, Manchester-rd. 

Ashton-under-Lyne.—B.C. er. plans _for 
alterations to offices at Stamford Commercial Mill 
for Stamford Commercia! Mill Co., Lid.—Altera- 
tions at 26, Market-ave., and extensions to include 
59, Old-st., for Boots Cash Chemists, Ltd. —New 
building, Cavendish-st., for Lion Leather, Lid.— 
Extensions to works, Gross-st., for J. Hadfield. 

Baildon..U.D.C. to sell site at Knoll estate, to 
Shipley Methodist Circuit, for erection of a new 
church. > 

Barnsley.—T.C. propose conversion of Cannon 
Hall,” Cena 5 ar into 28 flats. 

Berwick. —M.L. & P. has approved T.C.’s pro- 
posals for eight EAs West-st., Spital. —Houses 
are also re south of Wilson’s-ter., Spital. 
Boro’ E., Armitage. 

Billinge a Winstanley.—U.D.C. approved plans 
a new unit automatic telephone exchange, Main- 

, for G.P.O.—Seek loan of £26,700 for erection of 
—Approved plans for pithead baths at 
Summersales Colliery, for N.C.B. 

Birkenhead.—B.C. negotiating for erection of 23 
houses at Prenton. Dell estate—Health Com. 
approved scheme for ambulance stn. at Salisbury 


ee in prin- 
and court 


estate. 


Birmingham.—E.C. propose additional classrooms 
at Conway-rd. Sec. Sch. for Girls. Architects, 
Bromilow, While and Wmeeton, 72, Newhall-st., 
Birmingham. 

Blackburn.—Corporation are to raise loans for 58 


houses at Green-la. = (£69,684) ; and 20 houses at 


Clarendon-rd, (£25,666 
Blaydon-on-Tyne.—U. ’». C. is planning grectige. of 


another 70 houses on Parkhead estate. Council has 
its own building dept. 


Blyth.Subject to Ministry approval, T.C.. pro- 


poses proceeding in mee with £100,000 pian for 
a sports stadium. Boro’ 


is D..- W. Foster. 
Brierley Hill Matar -Oe. received approval to 
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enditure of £70,000 for new Collage of Further 
ucation at Level-st. and Mitl-st 

Bri ae to erect 180 houses at Rastrick 
(Field-la.) site 

Bury.—Ashworths & Parker, Ltd., propose exten 
siong to works.—T. approved plans for for warehouse 
and offices, Chelsea-st Ltd.; ex- 
ey to ironworks, Tanpits-la., for Sohn Hesketh 
& Son 

Buxton.—Brake Linings, Ltd., propose large new 
factory, Ashbourne-rd. ‘Architect 8, Wood, Gold- 
straw ¥} Yorath, Stoke-on-Trent. 

Clitheroe.—R.D.C. preparing plans for erection of 
14 houses, Barrow. 

Corby. _—Oxford Reg. Hospital Brd. propose new 
type experimental centre. 

Cumberland.—C.C. to designate sites at Long- 
town, Silloth, a Seascale, Penrith and 
Wigton, for erection of clinics. 

Darlington.—Subject to approval, E.C. intends in- 
cluding in its building programme for next year 
plans for new R.C, —_ Sch. at Eastbourne, and 
prim. sch. at Firth Coamtiderattes } is also to be 
given to provision ~ a 2 sec. mod. sch. at Brank- 
some. Boro’ A., E. A. Tornbohm, Central-bidgs., 
Darlington. 

Daventry.—R.D.C. propose modernising 580 houses 
by addition to hot-water supply, new sinks, etc. 
(£110, 042). 

Derbyshire.—C.C received M.O.E. approval for 
three new jun. schools in 1952-3 programme (first 
part).—Somercotes, £65,000; Newbold, £59,120, and 
Wihitwell, £60,000. Stage li of programme includes 
nine schoo's. 

Douglas (1.0.M.).—B.C. approved sketch plans 
for six shops with six flats above and 10 houses 
and four bungalews at Willaston. 

Dreyton.—k.D.C. propose 16 houses at Lang‘ey 
Dale, and 10 at Hodnet. 

Dublin.—Corpn. has applied to M.L.G. and P. for 
compulsory purchase order for -— at Chapelizod 
area, on which it is proposed to build over 1.500 
houses. 

Dun ‘Laoghaire.—B. C. to proceed with purchasing 
of 21 acres at Barnhill-rd. and Saval Park-rd., 
Daikey, for housing purposes. 

Durham.—Annfield| Plain Co- -op. Society, Ltd., 
Annfield Plain, are planning erection of a shop at 
Belmont. Plans by the Society’s own architects 
have been approved under the local bye-laws and 
town planning sanction is being sought.—Plans 
have been approved for 48 houses, Witton Gilbert, 
and 59, Carrville, Belmont, for R. D.C.—R.D.C. Sur- 
veyor (K. G. Miller) has prepared sketch plans for 
280 houses at Belmont. 

Durham.—County E. Com. is to proceed with 
erection of a prim. sch. at Penshaw._ Architect, 

Clayton, County A., Court-la., Durham. 

Durham.—C.C. to purchase site at Birtley Town 
housing estate, Chester-le-Street, for erection of 
hostel for old people. 

Durham,—Contracts are to be let shortly by C.C. 
for alterations te Elemore Hall Bovs’ Specia! Sch.. 
erection of New Penshaw County Prim. Sch., erec- 
tion of art room at Billingham South Mod, Sch.. 
and improvements to Durkam Whinney Hill Boys’ 
and Gir's’ Mod. Schools. Plans are by County A., 
Court-la.. Durham. 

Durham.—Application has been made for 
sanction for £22,765 for 24 flats. Church-st. 

Failsworth.—Lancs C.C. agreed to erection of new 


loan 


sec. mod.. girls’ sch. (£136,640).—Propose prim. 
sch., south of Propps Hall-dr. G. Noel Hill, Cty. A. 
Fyide.—R.D:.C. propose 26 houses, Bush-la., 
Freckleton. 


Gloucester.—City Council to proceed with erection 
of 450 “ Easiform ” dwellings, and 40 houses and 
6 flats of traditional type; also shells of 7 shops 
on Podsmead Farm site. 

Gosforth (Northumberland).—U.D.C. is seeking 
sanction to borrow £106,924 for 82 houses on Church- 
ave. estate. U.D.C. Survevor, Clifford Wyld. 

Halesowen (Worcs).—E.C. propose new prim. sch. 

Halifax.—T.C. received M.O.H. approvel for erec- 
tion of crematorium, Elland. 

Halton Lea Gate.—N.C.B. to erect new mining 
village. First part, comprising 38 we is to be 
built at an estimated cost of £60 

Hawarden.—R.D.C. approved are for 225 houses 
and flats, Broughton. 

Hexham.—R.D.C. to build 14 houses at Ovingham 
and 10 at Newbrough. Architects, W. Dixon & 
Son, 1, Collingwood-st., Newcastle. 

Jarrow.—Corpn. to build 50 houses on Simonside 
estate. Plans by Boro’ E.. H. T. Perkins. 

Lancaster.—Manchester Reg. Hospital Brd. pro- 

se erection of new 50-bed ward at LancaSter Moor 

ental <M 
eek.—R.D.C. to erect eight cottages, Snape. 

Leigh.—Lancs C.C. propose new police div. H.Q. 

at Trafalgar-st. in 1951-2 programme. 


Leigh.—Lancs — approved new prim. s6ch., Nel 


Pan-la., at £48 

Lichfield. Rois Reg. Hospital Brd. re- 
commended to approve 2 ae. and alterations to 
Swinfen Hall, at £12. 

Manchester. —Rey ae & Coventry Chain Co. pro- 


pose new office block, and Dunlops, Ltd., propose | 


large new factory at ‘Wythenshawe ‘estate. 
Manchester.—_Reg. Hosp 
1,000-bed mental] hospital = Burnley and Heywood. 
Manchester.—_Town Hall Com. recommended to 
launch architectural competition for a new “ Palace 
Justice’ on 14-acre site near city centre bounded 
by Deansgate, Quay-st., Gartside-st. and King-st. 
West. Est. cost, £3 millions. City A., L. C. Howitt. 
(Work not likely to begin within next three years.) 


THE BUILDER 





** THE BUILDER” PRICES 
PLASTERBOARD, Etc. 

Prices: of gypsum plasterboard, supplied by 
Plaster Products (Greenhithe), Ltd., have been 
increased in each case by 3d. per sq. yd. as from 
July 16, compared with the prices ruling on July 11. 
P.P.G. wallboard, } in. thick (insulating), now costs, 
for 600 sq. yds. and over, 3s. 103d. per sq. yd., and 
(plain), 2s. 73d. per sq. yd. P.P.G. baseboard, 
qin. thick, for lots of 600 sq. yds. and over, now 
costs (insulating), 3s. 73d. per sq. yd., and (plain), 
2s. 43d. per sq. yd. Prices of plasterboard acces- 
sories remain unchanged. 

List subject to amendment without notice and to 
the company’s conditions of sale. 


BRASS TUBES, Etc, 


The Brass and Copper Tube Association state that 
in consequence of the increase in the controlled price 
of zinc which came into operation on July 14, the 
basis price of brass tubes has been increased by Id. 
per Ib. to 254d. per Ib. The list prices of brass and 
aluminium brass ferrules are also increased by 1d. 
per Ib. 

LEAD AND LEAD PRODUCTS 

As a result of the increase to £180 per ton in the 
Genet aaa price of pig lead, as 
announced by the Ministry of Supply, Associated 
Lead Manufacturers, Ltd., have published the 
following revised list of prices — 


Today’s 
basis price 
per ton 
ae 
Genuine English dry white lead (basis in 
1 x 8 cwt. cask) 204 0 


Genuine ground Engljsh white lead. (basis i in 


1 x 5 cwt. cask) 220 0 
Genuine refined English red lead (basis in 

1 x 5 cwt. cask) 198 0 
Genuine English powdered litharge (basis i in 

1 x 5 cwt. cask) 198 0 
Genuine refined English red lead ground in 

oil (basis in 1 x 5 cwt. cask) ~« 219 6 
English sheet lead (basis for 1 ton lots) i aa 
English lead pipe (basis for 1 ton lots) .. 205 10 
English lead shot (basis for 1 ton lots) 208 5 


The above prices are subject to witndrawal and 

alteration without notice. 
CHAIN LINK FENCING 

The Chain Link Fencing Association state that 
following an advance in the price of galvanised mild 
steel wire consequent upon an increase in the price- 
of refined and electrolytic zinc, the current chain 
link fencing premiums have been increased as from 
July 17 in accordance with the “ Automatic Variation 
Adjustment ” by 6} points. 








ital Brd. propose new. 





Manchester.—T.C. approved plans for: 33 houses 
and 10 cottage flats on roads 15, 16, 22 and 23, North- 
ern Moor Neighbourhood.—52 houses and 22 
cottage flats at Cornishway, Swithin-rd., and.in roads 
ll and 64 at Wythenshawe estate.—76 flats at Devon- 
shire-st., Newcastle-st.. and Cambridge-st., Hulme. 
—T.C. propose: —838 police houses on various sites 
—Extensions to City Exhibition Hali, Tonman-st., 
at £20,000.—Seek sites for erection of aged persons 
—— at Whalley Range and vicinity of Victoria- 


* Matieok.<-U: D.C. to acquire site off Bakewell-rd. 
for new bus stn. 

Milford (Staffs).—G.P.0. propose new telephone 
exchange on Stafford-Rugeley-rd. 
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Morpeth.—Northumberland Cty. Council has_re- 
ceived sanction to build a child welfare and 
natal and dental clinic. Est. cost, £10,000. Plans 
by ae W. Tasker, County A., County Hail, New. 
castle. 

ape yen ed ped .—City Council 
two ome on Montagu estate Ls old 
City George Kenyon, 18, Clo 
pe Res 

Newcastle (Staffs). —B.C. 
Windermere-rd. 

Newtown.—U.D.C. have received Joan sanction for 
£52,699 from Welsh Board of Health for erection of 
38 traditional type houses. 

Northampton.—Oxford Reg. Hospital Brd. pro- 


General Hospital. 
a Sir John Henson & Partners, North- 
ampton 

North Riding.—E.C. has approved £42,640 esti- 
mate for new prim. ech., Easttield, Scarborough. 

Nottingham.—T.C. geek loan ’ of £15,800 for 
extensions to nos gg A seek loan of £320,000 
for stage I of Tech. lege. 

Otley.—U.D.C. conte ae of flats, Fairfax- 
st.—Approved plans for warehouse at Courthouse- 
st., for E. Dodgshon and Sons, and offices and ware- 
house at Cross Green for Pease and Jay. 


is to acquire 
ople’s hostels. 


propose 100 houses, 


pose new out-patient dept., at 


Poynton.—P.C. prepar 
offices, and adaptation 
public’ library. 

Salford.—Pendleton Co-op. Society, Ltd., propose 
early commencement on erection of a new Empor- 
ium, Bolton-rd. 

Sedgley.—U.D.C. propose 16 flats, Gibbons Hill 
site. Surveyor to prepare tayout for 12-acre housing 
site at Cricket Meadow area. 

Sedgley.—U.D.C. approved development of site at 
Garden Walk for housing purposes. 

Skelmersdale.—U.D.C. propose 16 houses, Wind- 
rows Farm site. : ; 

Southend.—Ed. Com. anticipate expenditure of 
over £400,000 on projects for 1952-53, and their 
programme as submitted to M.@.W. is as follows :— 
reg Prim. Sch., Inf. Dept., £39,000; Westcliff 
High h. for Boys (new buildings), completion, 
£344,000; Thorpe Bay Prim. Sch., Inf. 
£39,000. The reserve list comprises building of Fair- 
ways Prim. Sch., Jnr. Dept., at an est. cost of 


£50,000. 

South Shields.—Corpn. has been allocated £60,000 
to be spent this year on rebuilding war-damaged 
Market Place. Boro’ E., J. Reid. 

South Shields.—Corpn. is to build 146 houses on 
Simonside estate near the Jarrow boundary. Plans 
by Boro’ E., J. Reid. 

Stafford.—T.C. to sell site at Manor estate to 
Stafford Baptist Church for erection of new church 
and Sunday-school. 

Stalybridge.—B.C. approved layout fer 40 dwell- 
ings, St. George’s site. Architects; Howard & 
Benson, 88, Mosiey-st., Manciester. 

Stanley (Co. Durham).—U.D.C. to obtain prices 
from greg for 100 houses fer miners at 
Beamish Mary Pi t.—U. D.C. considering erection of 
further 50 ‘ Ortit” houses. Surveyor, J. R. 
Heslop. 

Startforth (Yorks).—H. B. Richardson, 3, Skinner- 
gate, Darlington, has prepared a layout plan for 
12 houses on Mickleton site, for R.D.C.—Council is 
planning further houses at Bowes. 

Sunderland.—William Doxford & Sons, ship- 
builders, Pallion, propose large additions to their 
engine works. 

Sunderland. —Stephenson and Gillis, Saville-chbrs., 
North-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, have prepared plans 
for war damage reinstatement at Atlas Cabinet 
Works, Bonnessfie’d.—Alterations are to carried 
out to Wear Glassworks by James A. Jobling and 
Co., Lid.—W, Doxford and Sons propose a large 
works extension scheme.—T.C. to. acquire 150 acres 
at Farringdon Hall West Farm — Farringdon 
Hall Rast Farm for housing purpose 

Todmorden.—B.C. seek approval vi ‘sketch plans 
for erection of flats at Shade. 

Tottington.—Rigg Bros., Ltd.. Cotton Spinners, 
Hawkshaw Mill, propose erection of 34 houses. for 
workers. 

Tutbury.—Thos. Webb & Corlett, Ltd., propose re- 
éaaudion of glassworks, Ludgate- st. 

Tynemouth.—T.C. to place a contract shortly for 
erection of proposed aged pee hostel on Marden 
estate to plans by Boro’ E., 16, Northumberland- 
sq., North Shields. 

Walisend.—Ministry of Works, Newcastle-on- 
Tyne, are to extend Wallsend Post Office.—T.C. 
received consent to borrow £170,366 for 160 houses, 
Low Willington Farm. 


Warrington.—B.C. propose two-storey accommoda- 
tion for health clinics at Garven- (£34,192). — 
Ape plans for :—Factory extension at Scotland- 

for Peter Stubs, Ltd.—Factory ext. at Fair- 
cloughs- -av., for Cheshire, Shropshire and North 
Wales Farmers’ Supply ‘Association, Ltd.—Exten- 
sions to factory, Parr-st., for The Firth Co., Ltd. 

West Hartlepool.—R. H. Duns, Lambton House, 
Lambton-rd., Jesmond, Newcastle-on- Tyne, has been. 
appointed quantity surveyor by T.C. in connection 
with a scheme for construction of flats on Owton 
Manor estate. Plans are by Boro’ A., A. G. Sin- 
clair.—T.C.’s plans to erect 16 houses by direct 
labour at Owton Manor have been sanctioned by 
M.L.G. & P.—E.C. has asked M. of to ~ 4 
junior portion of Rossmere County Prim. Sch. im 
next year’ i ene programme. 

je. <<. propose aged sons’ cot- 
tages, Norwood. = 


ing plans for new council 
of present offices as a 
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hitchurch.—U. a to negotiate price for 38 
hea ord site 

Wigan.—T.C. to seek loan of £42,749 to provide 
2 aluminium houses at Dumbarton Green and 20 at 
Roundhouse estate. ‘ 

Wisbech.—R.D.C. have made tentative proposals 
for erection of 26 houses and 12 bungalows on land 
purchased at Gosmoor-la., Elm. 

Woodford (Cheshire)—War Memorial Community 
Centre Asstn. propose early commencement on erec- 
tion of community centre. 

Worksop.—Boro’ E. (©. O. Allso; repare 
scheme for 12 houses for accomm para- 
lysis cases. 

Worsborough.—Batley & Beaumont, Ltd., propose 
extensions to factory, Wentworth-st, 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification, 

§ Denotes accepted by H. M. Government Depart- 
ments. 

Alston.—Eight houses at Nenthead, for R.D.C. 
Architects, Graham and. Roy, Paternoster-row, 
Carlisle: *Hector Barwick, Gilsland, £13,600. 

Battersea.—10 flats, Se, Battersea Park-rd., 
for B.C. Plans by Boro’ A. *E. S. Moss, Ltd., 159, 


p) to 
ation 0) 


Brent-st., N.W.4, £27,363. 
Battersea.—E: ght flats, 32-40, Stanmer-st. and 
33-39, Balfern-st., for B.C. ‘Architects, Hugh 


Roberts & Davies, F/A.R.1.B.A., 27, Grosvenor-pl., 
S.W.1: *Direct labour, £20,062. 

Battersea.—Six flats, 24-28, Cambridge.rd., for 
B.C. Architects, Howes & Jackman, FF.R.I “B.A. 

, Veru! am-bldgs., W.C.1: *Direct labour, 213,150. 

’ Battersea.—Nine flats, 2-8, Meath-st., for B.C. 
Architects, Howes & Jackman, FF.RI.B.A., 1, 
Verulam-bidgs., W.C.1: *Direct labour, £15,379. 
Billingham-on-Tees.—Erection of sulphuric acid 
pl lant, for Imperial Chemical 7 Ltd.: 
*Simon Carves, tockport, £1,500, 

Billingham-on-Tees. — Additions to” Rillingham 
North county infants’ school, for Durham C.C. 
Plans by the County Architect, Court-la., Durham : 
*J. C. Watson, Ltd., Salisbury-ter., Norton-on-Tees. 

Bishop Auckland.—Additions to Bishop Auckland 
General Hospital, for Newcastle Regional Hospital 
B boom “ Dunira,” Osborne-rd.. Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

H. Knighton, M.B.E., A.R.I.B.A., Board’s Chief 
ye Ae *Blackett & "Son, Ltd., Bondgate, Dar- 
lington. Estimated cost, £15,800. (Subject to 
M.H. approval.) 

Blyth.—Block of sh : North Farm . housing 
estate, for B.C. B.E.: Blyth Co-operative Society 
Building Dept., Blyth, £16,232 
Bolton.—10 houses at Hawthorne-rd. estate for 
B.C. : *Lionel Gray (1933), Ltd., Farnworth, £10,700. 

Brighouse.—30 houses at Cain-la. estate and 14 
houses at Stoney-la. estate, for B.C.: *Rowland 
Lumb and Co., £35,441, and *J. Jagger and. Sons, 
Ltd., £15,554. 

Crompton.—28 dwellin 


s, love Rushcroft estate, 
for U.D.C. J. E, Gledhill, & S8.: *J. Gerrard 
& Sons, Ltd., Swinton, nr. eedince. 

Derby. —20 ‘houses and 40 flats, Louvain-rd., for 
C.B. Thomas W. East, Boro’ A.: *H. J. Warner, 
lAd., Station-rd. Works, Mickleover, Derby, £67,884. 

Dudley. —Eight houses and 10 aged 
bungalows at Paradise estate, for B.C.: *J. Hanper 
& Sons (Blackheath), Lid., Blackheath. £26,598. 

Durham.—Alterations to’ Murton Colliery county 
junior and jnfants school, for C.C. Plans by County 
Architect, Court-la., rham: .*A. Bainbridge, 
South Market-st., Hetton, Co, Durham, £6,649 (sub- 
ject to M.O.E. approva 1). 

Felling-on-Tyne.—Erection of machine shop and 
offices at Skinners Yard, for Scanners, Léd., 
engineers, Dial House, Northumberland- st., New: 
castle-on-Tyne : Direct labour. 

Glasgow.—Cooling tower for the _ transport 
department at Pinkston Power Station. Plans by 
ee oe re *Holst & Co., Ltd., 1, Vigtoria- 

. London, S.W.1. 

Glasgow.—New buildings at the. Auncesland-rd. 
for Rothley Garages, Ltd. Wilson, Hamilton & 
Wilson, F.R.I.B.A... 153, Oxford-st., Gorbals, 
Glasgow : *William §. Gordon & Co., Lid., Partick, 
Glasgow, W.C. 

Glasgow.—Scheme of cottage homes at Cranhill 
site. SArchibald J. Jury, F.R.1.B.A., architect, 
Heneee Department, Glasgow Cross, The Trongate, 


Glasgow, EX.: *The Orlit Co Co., Ltd., Edinburgh, 
£73,480. 

Guildford.—100 houses, Upfolds, Burpham, for 
T.C. George’ A. Ant B.E, & S. Quantities by 
Fr; WW. Norris, A.R.LCS.: *A. & J. Simmons & 
Co.,. “EAE; Kingfield-rd., Old Woking, Surrey, 
£135,827. 


Hartlepool.—Erection of 24 houses, for T.C. Boro’ 
“ , R. H. Snowball : *W. W. Brazell, Ltd., Raeburn- 
West Hartlepool (4); *T. M. Stonehouse, Ltd., 

( vaheree- a. West Hartlepool (4); *F. M. Gibbon, 
Waldon-st., West Hartlepool (8); *Watt Brothers, 
Avenue-rd., West Hartlepool (8). 


Hartlepoo!.—Erection of 51 houses, for T.C. Boro’ 
FE., R. H. Snowball: *T. M. Stonehouse, Lid., 
Osborne-rd., West Hartl . a); Ww. Brazell, 
Ltd., Raeburn- st., West iI Go; *Rennie & 
Sons, R egent-sq., “Hartiopon (10); *Watt Bros., 
Avenue-rd., West Hartlepool (8); *F. Gibbon, 


M. 
Waldon-st., West Hartlepool (8); and *#.  Atter, 
Hartlepool (4). 


THE BUILDER 


Hartlepool.—Erection of 24 houses, for T.C. Boro’ 

R. H. Snowball. : *John Proud, LAd., York-rd., 
Westlepoo! (12) ; *C. M. Yuill, Ltd., Villiers-st., West 
Hartlepool (12). 

Hereford C.C.—Conversion of Walney House into 
home A aged people. County A., W. Usher, 
A.R.LB ath-st., Hereford: *David. Sherratt, 
136, iviestone hill Hereford, £3,567. 

Herne Bay. —Retiring home for aged ogee per- 
sons at Strode Park Herne. Architect dley G 


Marsh, L.R.1B.A., F.L.A.A. & 8S. Quantities by 
D. R. Nolans & Co. :— 

Rice & Son, Lid. 7m i ‘ £12,994 
K. A. Hawkes, Lid... Sod ae ove! 
R. Corben & Sons, Lid, 12,123 
Rk. J. Barwick 12,063 
G. H. Denne & Son, Lid. x -- 11,994 
C. R. Peard a wed ioe 11,800 
John E. Wiltshier & Co., Ltd. . 11,796 
*Cruttenden & Griggs 11,508 


Additional dormitory block and new " dining rooms 
estimated at £13,000 to be carried out as extension 
te the contract. 

Lanarkshire..-Houses at Crawfordsburn Mill and 
Wandel. Mr. Samuel MacColl, A.R.I.B.A., archi- 
tect, County-chbrs., Beckford-st., Hamilton. 
Excavat: ion, brick, bui! ‘ding and allied works: 
*Edward Morgan & Co., Ltd., Hamilton, £7,208; 
joinery, carpentry and allied works: *James 
Forsyth, Lesmahagow, £4,784. (Other contracts let.) 

L.C.C.—Provision of hutted classrooms at eight 


schools :— 
Thomas & Edge, Ltd., Woolwich ... «» £31,230 
H. T. Oliver & Sons, Ltd., Wandsworth ... 29,945 
Henry Kent (Builders), Lid., Lewisham ... 29,639 
M. J. Gleeson (Contractors), Ltd., Cheam... 29,200 
Whyatt (Builders), Ltd., Wandsworth 29,187 
Bridge, Walker, Lid., Lambeth _.., 28,838 
J. Garrett & Son, Ltd., Wandsworth 28,119 
Clarke, Barton & Co., Lid., Belmont 28,000 
Messrs. Hills & Gurr, Bromley ds 27,884 
H. Smith (Croydon), a Croydon 27,156 
a Troy & Co., Lid., South wark ... 26,900 
J. & C. Bowyer, Ltd., Croydon 26,280 
*John Harrison (London), Ltd., Camberwell 26,261 


The architect’s comparable estimate is £25,969. 
L.C.C.—Erection of 102 flats and 28 maisonettes 

on the Sackville estate, Wandsworth :— 

W. = = & 7 Ltd., Kingston-apon- 


Mansell, “Ltd., Croydon ... 
ae Ltd., Westminster ... oa 
Wates, Ltd., Norbury . 
&£. 7 Rowley (London), Ltd., ” Tottenham 
J. Garrett & Son, Ltd.; Wandsworth 
M, J. Gleeson (Contractors), Ltd., North 
Cheam ... 
Gee, Walker and Slater, ‘Lid, “Westminster 
3 L! Smith (Croydon), Ltd., oo ae 


as & Edge, Lid.., Woolwich . 4,165 
pr Ash. Itd., Westminster _.. oh 273,687 
Galbraith Brothers, Ltd., Holborn a 273,010 
vi RL Fy Sons & Cooke, Ltd., , West- 

271,167 

Kirk ry Kirk, Lid., Wandsworth 270,000 
oe Fairhead & Sons, Ltd., Enfield | 269,977 
Roberts & Co. Ltd., Westminster | 266,551 


‘ime comparable estimates of the appointed archi- 
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LTD. 


GLASS and 
GLAZING 
plus service 
by 
England’s Largest Glazing 


Contractors 


LONDON, S.E.1 














Lo5. 


W. Braxton Sinclair & Partnees, ia 


L.6.C.—Contracts exceeding £2,500 in value placed 
by L.C.O. during period June-July, 1961:— 

Demolition and clearance work at Beckenham. 
pl., The Demolition and Bg igen Co., 
na and redecoration to Bell-st. county. secon. 
dary school, W. Richards and Sons (Hendon), as 
provision of an electrical] installation at Kelvin- 
school, Kirkdale, Messrs. 8, Wolf & 
tion of “ Borthwick,” Southwark, for training col- 
lege, E. Satterthwaite; erection’ of Minis of 
Works ge er. ae eight county schools 4 Le 
Oliver & Sons ; construction of two blocks of 
flats on the Lytton estate, Fulham, tay mg Moss 
& Sons, Ltd.; repairs after war damage to the Sir 
Walter St. John’s school,- Battersea, Trollope & 
Sons (London), Ltd. 
Painting and cleaning at :— 

hurch-st. school, Stoke Newington, Geo. Jones 
& Son (Contractors), Ltd.; Woodhill and Slade 
schools, J. Scott Fenn, Ltd.; Rosendale and Turney 


tects, Messrs. 
272,525. 


schools, Cleanco, Ltd.; New King’s-rd. and Rose- 
mount school, C. F. Kearley, Ltd.; John Ruskin 
and Whitney schools, The Bunting Construction 


Co., Ltd.; Hurlingham and Burne Jones schools, 
Carroll & Freeman, Lid.; Berkshire-rd. and Ryder 
schoo's, W. Loweth & Sons, Ltd. ; Dreadnought 
and Riverway school, William Mills and Sons, Ltd.; 
High-st. school, Stoke Newington, Roff & Son, Ltd.; 
Raywood-st. school, Morris Oddy & Co., Ltd. ; Cal- 
vert-rd. and Ballamore-rd. schools, A. J. Tatham ; 
Princess May-rd. school, E. S. Moss, Ltd.; Wilber- 
fore school, Deeds (Builders), Ltd. ; Hague-st. 
school, Wm. J. Jerram, Ltd.; Datgleish-st. school, 
E. H. Bull & Son, Ltd.; Cayley-st. school, Gratton 
Wilson, Ltd.; Haselrigge-rd. and Telferscot-rd. 
schools, Trollope & Sons (London), Ltd.; Eccles- 
bourne-rd, school, Holland & Hannen and Cubitts, 
Lid.; Kennington secondary girls’ school and Ken- 
nington College of Commerce, Pugett Construction 
Co., Ltd.; Crondall-st. school, Pugett Construction 
Co., Itd.; Fulham secondary boys’ school, C. A. 8. 
(Contractors), Ltd.; Nicholas Gibson school, ©. J. 
Manning (Builders), Lid.; Bermondsey secondary 
school, : J. Butler & Son, Ltd.; Hackford-st. 
school, Harris & Sons, Ltd. 

eed (Admiralty). —Particulars of contracts 
placed by Civil Engineer-in-Chief’s Department, 
Admiralty. 

Shotley : Internal painting, Sadler and Sons, Ltd., 
Richmond-rd., Ipswich. 

Culdrose : Erection of sports pavilion, E. Thomas 
and Co., ‘Ltd., King’s-av., Falmouth. 

London (Air Ministry). ~-New contracts to value of 
£500 or over for week ended July 

Re-roofing sheds: Cutectionntiy (Engineers), 


Ltd., Waddon, Surrey. 
F. Braby and Co., Ltd., 


Re- sheeting hangers : 
London, 8.£.8. 
Building work: G. and J. Seddon, Ltd., Little 


Hulton, Nr. Bolton; Walter Lawrence and Son, 
Ltd., ‘London, E.C.2; R. Corben and Son, Ltd. 


Maidstone, Kent. 

General maintenance work: J. Ti. Woodward 
(Contractors), Ltd., Leamington Gps: John Adams 
(Contractors); Ltd., Birmingham; G. and J. Seddon, 
Ltd., Little Hulton, Nr. -* 

Agricultural maintenance of air poe. etc.: E. 

and Sons (Contractors), Ltd., Ongar, ‘Essex, 

GLondon (M.0. 6 ea place by M.O.W. 
during week ended July 7 

London: Lambeth Bridge House, S.E.1, altera- 
tions to cous Walker Clinging Co., 16, Perry 
Hill, 8.E.6; MS.0O., Shepherdess-walk, N.1, in- 
terior eectialade Sykes & Son, Ltd., 8, Essex-st., 
WX.2. Cambridgeshire : Tadlow, erection of tele- 
phone repeater station, Samuel Foster, Ltd., Kemp- 
ston, Bedford. Durham : R.0.F., Bishopton, con- 
version of factory,” George 5 & Co., Ltd, 
Hammersmith-gr., W.6; R.0.F., Birtley, extensions, 
George Wimpey Co., Lid... Hammersmith-gr., 
W.6. Glamorganshire: M.O.T., Sea Transport 
Dept., St. Mellons, nr. Cardiff, interior and ex- 
terior painting, E. A. Bon & Co., Ltd., New-rd., 
Rumney, Cardiff; at Shipping, Liantrisant-rd., 
Cardiff, interior redecorations, . J. Brooker, Ltd., 
55, Grosvenor-st., Cardiff. 

Hampshire : Tidworth, pets of barracks, 
Richard Costain, Ltd., Dolphin-sq., 1. Lanca 
shire: Urmston, erection of telephone * repeater 
station, P. Hamer, Ltd., Parker- st, Swinton, nr. 


Manchester ; Joint Trunk "Telephone Exchange, Lan- 
caster House, Liverpool, interior painting, "Jones 
(Contractors), Ltd., 91, Everton-rd., Liverpool. 


Susser: Post Office and Telephone Exchange, 
Worthing, al alterations and additions, Keith Andrew 
& Co id., 7, Warwick-st., Worthing ; Cuckmere, 
erection of ” telephone station Ringmer Ball 
Works, Ringmer, Lewes. orcestershire : 
R.R.DJE., Pale Manor, Malvern, interior painttie. 
A. Bagnall & Sons, Ltd., Navigation-st., Wolver- 
hampton. 

qLondon (rer Dept.).—Works contracts placed 
by War Dept. during week ended July 7:— 

Berks: Painting, hee Ltd., Reading. Wilts: 
Alterations, E. W. Beard, Ltd., Swindon. Heats: 
Painting, G. Jones & — (Contractors), "3 
don. Dorset: Painting, Rabbets & W 
mouth. Hants : Painting (two Soa 
i. ee: Had Miscellaneous, 

ookwood. Co. Antrim’: 
6, S. Coulter é —, Ballymena. pit: 
cellaneous, John Moulds (Kilmarnock), Ltd., Kit 
marnock. Herefordshire : Electrical, W. J. Greener, 
Ltd., Cardiff. Cumberland : Roadwork, Pirie & Co. 
(Paisley), Ltd., Paisley. Yorks: Building, 8S. Owst 


nil 








106 
& Bon, Lid., Hull. Kent: Miscellaneous, H. Good- 
“ Maidstone. Cornwall: Miscellaneous, Hobbs 
& knight, Bude. Ozfordshire: Painting, W. T. 











UNITE FOR STRENGTH 





To all 
Indentured Apprentices 
and full or part time 
Building Craft Students 
in the London Region 





Enter now for the 


FEDERATION FESTIVAL 
COMPETITION 


Ist prize ... 50 guineas 

2nd prize ... 30 guineas 

3rd prize ... 20 guineas 
AND OTHERS 


Full particulars and information from: 
THE SECRETARY, 
26, GREAT ORMOND STREET, 


HOLBORN, W.C.1 


Tel.: CHAncery 7583 (4 lines) 
Telegrams: “ Efembe, Holb, London’! 








THE BUILDER 


Pickering & Sons, Ltd., Watford. Hants: Paint- 
ing, A. Sharrocks, Ltd., Aldershot. Devon: Mis- 
cellaneous, 8. J. Baker, "Exmouth. Berks: Miscel- 
Janeous, Liddelow, (Ltd., Wembley. Devon: Mis- 
cellaneous, J. Kersewell & Son, Ltd., Tavistock. 
Surrey : Alterations, Chas. F. Cull, Guildford. 
Manchester.—Works for .C. : improvement and 
adaptations at Moss Side fire station, *G. Fisher 
(Fal.owfieid), Ltd., Manchester ; erection of new 
police station at Chalford-rd. Newall Green Withen- 
shawe: *Albert Waiiwork, Ltd., _, direttord ; altera- 
tions and adaptations to -* Barnfield” and 
Southernhay : *Mitchell and Cotsworth, Ltd., Man- 
chester ; additional classrooms at Choriton Park 
C.P. school: *Jones and Oraig, Lid., Manchester. 
Houses at Northern Moor : ‘J, C.’ Darle ley, Ltd., 
Manchester; 38, *F. Guinea” & Son, Ltd., ry 4 
chester ; 37, *Poole & Foster, Ltd., Manchester ; 
*4, Locke, Ltd., Urmston. 

Middlesbrough. — Alterations and additions to 
Hemlington Hospital, for Newcastle-on-Tyne Hos- 
ital Board, ‘‘ Dunira,” Osborne-rd., Newcastle-on- 
yne. Board’s Chief "Architect, P. H. Knighton, 
M.B.E., A.R.I.B.A.: *Norman Thompson, Ltd. 
Stonehouse-st., Middlesbrough. £ 
£50,000 (subject to M.H. approval). 


Estimated cos 


Middlesbrough.—Erect:on of eight houses in Park- 
field-av., for T.C. . Price & Son, Acklam, Mid- 
dlesbrough. 


Newcastle.—New bank premises at St. George’s- 
terr., Newcastle. Architects, Marsha‘! and Tweedy, 
Grainger House, Blackett-st.. Newcastle: *Hastie 
W. Burton, Ltd., King-st., North Shields. 

Norfolk.—New police statien at King’s Lynn: 
*Kerridge (Cambridge), Ltd., £90,160 








BROAD-ACHESON 


CELLULAR BLOCKS 


save coal - save costs 


BROAD & CO. LTD. 4 SOUTH WHARF 
LONDON, W.2 PADdington 7061. 








Boyle's -.t-vt- Ventilator 


OVER TWO MILLION 





IN USE 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON 


VENTILATING ENGINEERS 
98, HERRIES STREET, KILBURN LANE, W.10 
Tel.: LADbroke 2879 


WOOD BLOCK 
FLOORS 


STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 
Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 
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Northumbertand.—20 houses at West Woodburn, 
Northumberland. Architects, W. Dixon & Son, 1, 
Collingwood-st., Newcastle: ’*H, K.ndred Roseville, 
Sunnyside, Whickham, Co. Durham. 

St. Ives ——. —23 houses on Green Leys, for 
BA. E. Pree Lavender, F.R.1.B.A., 17a, The 
Broadway, St. Ives, Huntingdon. Quantities by 
Geoffrey A. Lewis, Cambridge: *W. Canham & Son, 
High-st., Somersham, Hunts, £50,957 

Scarborough.— —Erection of further 28 houses at 
Eastfield, for T.C. Boro’ E., ¥; Overfield : 
*irnest Hunter, Ltd., Scarborough, £37,8 

Sedgley.—14 houses at Gibbons Hill, for T.C. : 
*Tomlinson Bros., Wolverhampton-rd., £20,806, 

Smethwick.—23 houses at Perry Hill, for B.C. : 
*Shipway > Partners, Litd., 1294, Bristol-rd. South, 
Birmingham 

Staffs.—Alterations 4 Mayfield C.E. 
school, for E.C.: *L. Brown & Sons, 

Stretford.—Eight flats and six shops with flats 
above, together with eight eens, for T.C.: 
*D, Franklin, Urmston, £30,912 

Stretford. —Six pairs of houses and “.~ of six 
shops with six flats over, at aa laa ‘or TiC 
*—D. Franklin, Urmston, £29 

Sunderland.—90 houses at “ay RE “a: V. 
Clerey, 14, Frederick-st., Sunderland. 

Sunderiand.—50 houses, for Housing Com.: *J. 
Prentice, 15, St. Nicholas-ave., Sunderland. 


oe? 


derland.—90 houses, for ng gy 
*Geo. Henderson, Boldon-la., East Boldon, De 
Durham. 


Wakefield.—24 flats at Eastmoor estate extension, 
for T.C.: *Searby Bros., Oakenshaw, Crofton. 

Wallasey.—Nine bungalows and six houses at 
site P9, for B.C.: *W. F. Farrell, 3, Cobham-rd., 
Moreton, £16,720. ae ae? 

Walsall.—Eight shops with living accommodation 
at Dudleys Fields site, for B.C.: *HPailey and 
Shinton, Ltd., Wolverhampton, £25,857. 

West Bromwich.—50 flats at Harvilie Hawthorn 
estates, for T.C.: *Biddulph & Thrift, Ltd., Frost- 
&t.3 a £52, 102; 24 houses at Hateley Heath 
estate No *Direct labour, £23,760. 

West terwhionak —Proposed pathological labora- 
tory and temporary out-patients’ dept., at the West 
Hartlepool General Hospital, for Newcastle-on- 
Tyne Regional Hospital Board: ouse & 
Barker, Thornaby-rd., Thornaby-on-Tees. Est. cost, 
£10,000. (Subject to M.H. approval.) 

Whitby.—Erection of six old = flats on 
Pa alg site, far U.D.C. Architects, Peacock 

ay, 224, Hag ley-rd., Edgbaston, Birmingham . 
Swe Catrtorth (Whitby), ‘Ltd., Baxtergate, Whitby. 

Widnes.—Erection of new works for United 
Sulphuric Acid Corporation, Ltd.: *Simon Carves, 
Ltd., Stockport, £3,500,000 approx 

7 Worcester. —56 houses at Newtown estate, for 

: *Wates, Ltd., ndon. 

Se —Day ‘nursery. w rear of old vicarage, Red- 
ditch, for C.C. . Brazier, Ltd., Worcester- 
rd., fbromegrove, pints 
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